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 This study examines how cultural identity is negotiated in virtual communities 

through the interaction between tradition and modernity in online spaces. The 

research aims to explain how digital community members preserve, reinterpret, and 

contest cultural meanings within contemporary mediated communication. A 

qualitative method was employed using a case study design with a virtual 

ethnographic orientation, as this approach is suitable for capturing symbolic 

interaction, identity performance, and communicative meaning in digitally mediated 

environments. The research was conducted in Instagram- and Facebook-based 

cultural communities in Indonesia, selected because these platforms provide active 

spaces where heritage discourse, youth expression, and digital participation 

intersect. The study involved twelve participants and six key informants, chosen 

purposively due to their active roles as members, moderators, cultural content 

creators, and community organizers. The findings show that cultural identity is 

maintained through selective preservation, strategic adaptation, and collective 

regulation of authenticity. Virtual communities function not only as spaces of 

cultural display, but also as arenas of negotiation, validation, and transformation. 

The study recommends context-sensitive digital cultural communication, stronger 

community moderation, and future comparative research across platforms and 

cultural settings. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The rapid expansion of digital communication technologies has transformed the ways in which 

individuals construct, perform, and negotiate cultural identity. Virtual communities, ranging from social 

media networks and online forums to gaming platforms and digital fandom spaces, have become 

important arenas where cultural meanings are articulated, challenged, and reshaped (Y. Wang et al., 

2024). In these online environments, identity is no longer expressed only through stable inherited 

traditions, territorial belonging, or face-to-face interaction, but also through mediated symbols, 

transnational exchanges, algorithmic visibility, and participatory digital practices (Aida et al., 2024). 

As a result, the relationship between tradition and modernity has become increasingly dynamic. Rather 

than existing as opposing forces, tradition and modernity often intersect in digital spaces, where users 

selectively preserve cultural values while simultaneously adapting them to new communicative forms 

(Huttayavilaiphan, 2024). This condition raises important questions about how cultural identity is 

maintained, transformed, and contested in virtual communities. 

Recent scholarship in communication and cultural studies has shown that online spaces are not 

culturally neutral. Digital platforms shape communication through specific architectures, norms of 

interaction, visual regimes, and systems of circulation (Ding et al., 2025). Existing studies have 

explored online self-presentation, digital belonging, diasporic networking, participatory culture, and 

identity performance in social media environments (Belford et al., 2025). Researchers have also 

examined how online communities facilitate the preservation of language, heritage, customs, and 

collective memory, especially among groups facing displacement, marginalization, or globalization 
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pressures (Awaliyah, 2023). At the same time, other studies have highlighted the role of digital media 

in accelerating hybridity, commodification, and the fragmentation of identity (Mudambi & Harris, 

2024). These studies suggest that the digital sphere is a site of both continuity and change, where cultural 

meanings are constantly negotiated through communication practices. However, much of the existing 

literature tends to emphasize either the emancipatory potential of digital participation or the disruptive 

effects of technological modernity, often without sufficiently addressing the complex coexistence of 

preservation and transformation (Novianti et al., 2025). 

The state of the art indicates that virtual communities are increasingly central to the production 

of cultural meaning, yet important analytical gaps remain. Many earlier studies treat cultural identity as 

a relatively fixed category that is merely displayed in online settings, rather than as a negotiated and 

relational process shaped by platform affordances, community norms, and broader socio-cultural 

tensions (Braifkani & Günçe, 2025). In addition, some research has focused heavily on global or 

Western digital contexts, leaving underexplored the experiences of communities whose cultural 

practices are deeply rooted in local traditions, religious values, customary authority, or intergenerational 

memory (Martins, 2023). As a consequence, the subtle processes through which users reconcile 

inherited cultural frameworks with the pressures and opportunities of digital modernity are still 

insufficiently theorized (Takhar et al., 2023). There is also limited attention to the communicative 

strategies by which members of virtual communities defend authenticity, reinterpret tradition, contest 

symbolic boundaries, and construct legitimacy in online interactions (Amarasingam, 2023). 

The main problem of this research lies in understanding how cultural identity is negotiated 

when traditional values encounter the fluid, fast-moving, and often transnational character of online 

spaces (Bennis, 2023). Virtual communities offer opportunities for cultural expression and solidarity, 

yet they also expose traditions to reinterpretation, simplification, commercialization, and ideological 

conflict (Eren, 2023). Users often face tensions between preserving cultural authenticity and adapting 

to the expectations of digital participation, visibility, and relevance. In many cases, individuals are 

required to balance respect for communal heritage with the desire for innovation, self-expression, and 

modern lifestyles (Bai et al., 2024). This tension becomes even more pronounced when online platforms 

encourage brevity, visuality, virality, and algorithmic popularity, all of which may reshape the way 

cultural symbols are communicated and understood (Khamis, 2024). Therefore, the research problem 

is not simply whether digital media weaken or strengthen culture, but how communicative processes 

within virtual communities mediate the ongoing negotiation between tradition and modernity (Milan, 

2023). 

This study identifies a clear research gap. Although a growing body of literature has examined 

digital identity and online community formation, relatively few studies have specifically addressed 

cultural identity as a negotiated communicative practice in relation to both tradition and modernity 

within virtual communities (LondoñO-Proaño, 2025). Existing research often discusses identity 

performance, but less frequently investigates how cultural values are debated, revised, and symbolically 

regulated by community members in everyday online interactions (Nwagbara, 2025). Furthermore, 

there remains limited integration between communication theory, cultural identity theory, and digital 

community studies in explaining how these negotiations occur (Sajarwa et al., 2023). The gap is 

therefore conceptual as well as empirical: conceptually, there is a need for a more nuanced framework 

that sees cultural identity as dialogic, contested, and mediated; empirically, there is a need to examine 

how online actors actively produce cultural continuity and change through discourse, representation, 

and participation (Susilo et al., 2024). 

The novelty of this research lies in its effort to position virtual communities not merely as 

channels of cultural display, but as communicative arenas in which tradition and modernity are 

continually negotiated through symbolic interaction (Zhou et al., 2023). This study proposes a 

perspective that treats cultural identity as an evolving process shaped by discourse, mediation, and 

community engagement, rather than as a static inheritance. Its contribution also lies in highlighting the 

dual function of virtual communities: they are spaces for preserving memory and transmitting tradition, 

while simultaneously serving as sites for experimentation, hybridization, and redefinition 

(Gunawardena & Jung, 2023). By bringing these dimensions together, the research offers a more 
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balanced understanding of digital culture, one that avoids simplistic narratives of cultural loss or 

technological liberation (Bunt, 2024). 

Based on this background, the research asks how cultural identity is constructed and negotiated 

in virtual communities. It also asks how members of online communities interpret the relationship 

between traditional cultural values and modern digital practices (Al-Homoud, 2025). In addition, the 

study examines what communicative tensions emerge when authenticity, adaptation, belonging, and 

innovation intersect in online interaction (Berg, 2025). Another important question concerns how 

platform dynamics, community norms, and symbolic practices influence the representation and 

transformation of cultural identity in digital environments (Constantin et al., 2024). 

The objective of this research is to analyze the communicative processes through which cultural 

identity is negotiated in virtual communities (Hegde, 2024a). More specifically, the study aims to 

explain how tradition is maintained, reinterpreted, or contested in online spaces; to identify the forms 

of modern influence that shape digital cultural expression (Chung, 2024); and to understand how 

community members manage the tensions between cultural continuity and social change (Zaluchu, 

2024). The research also seeks to develop a clearer conceptual explanation of the relationship between 

virtual communication, identity formation, and cultural negotiation (Jannah & Ayubi, 2025). In doing 

so, it intends to enrich scholarly understanding of how online communities function as meaningful sites 

of cultural interaction (Sachan et al., 2025). 

The theoretical significance of this study lies in its contribution to the fields of communication, 

cultural studies, and digital sociology (Seitakhmetova & Zhandossova, 2025). It strengthens debates on 

cultural identity by emphasizing its processual, relational, and mediated character (Ansor, 2024). Rather 

than framing identity as a stable possession, the study highlights how identity emerges through 

communication, interpretation, and negotiation in digitally networked settings (Awaliah et al., 2025). 

Academically, this research contributes to the development of interdisciplinary discussions on virtual 

communities by connecting digital interaction with deeper questions of memory, legitimacy, symbolic 

power, and social belonging (Smailhodzic et al., 2025). It may also provide a useful reference for future 

scholars interested in online identity, participatory culture, media globalization, and digital heritage 

(Frey, 2024). Practically, the study is relevant for cultural institutions, educators, community organizers, 

content creators, and policymakers who seek to promote inclusive digital environments while 

safeguarding cultural diversity (Fernandez, 2024). Its findings may support more culturally sensitive 

strategies for digital engagement, heritage communication, and community empowerment in online 

spaces (Terason & Pahasing, 2025). 

This research is not without limitations. The complexity of virtual communities means that 

cultural identity may vary significantly across platforms, regions, generations, and social groups 

(Frampton & Grandison, 2023). Online interactions also do not always fully represent offline beliefs 

and practices, making it necessary to interpret digital expressions with caution (Saputra et al., 2025). In 

addition, the speed of platform change can affect the stability of findings over time, especially when 

digital norms and technological features evolve rapidly (N. Chen et al., 2023). The study may also be 

constrained by the scope of selected communities, which means that its conclusions may not be 

universally generalizable to all cultural contexts. 

For these reasons, future research should expand the comparative scope of inquiry by 

examining different types of virtual communities across cultural, linguistic, and geopolitical settings. 

Further studies could also adopt longitudinal approaches to trace how identity negotiations evolve over 

time as technologies and community norms change (Kurt, 2024). Comparative research between online 

and offline cultural practices would be especially valuable for understanding the continuity and 

discontinuity of identity performance (Ansar & Khaled, 2023). Moreover, future scholars may 

investigate the role of algorithms, platform governance, and digital economies in shaping which cultural 

expressions gain visibility and legitimacy (Martini, 2025). Such directions would deepen understanding 

of how cultural identity is continuously reconstructed in the shifting landscape of digital communication 

(Enyinnaya, 2025). 

LITERATUR REVIEW 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

4 
 

The literature on Cultural Identity in Virtual Communities: Negotiating Tradition and 

Modernity in Online Spaces has developed at the intersection of communication studies, cultural 

studies, and digital sociology (Pallathadka & Roy, 2025). A strong review of this topic requires 

theoretical lenses that explain, first, how cultural identity is formed and represented; second, how group 

belonging shapes interaction and boundary-making; and third, how digital platforms structure 

participation in online communities (Sirin et al., 2024). For that reason, this study is anchored in three 

complementary theories: Stuart Hall’s theory of cultural identity, Henri Tajfel’s Social Identity Theory, 

and danah boyd’s theory of networked publics (Lahpan, 2025). Together, these perspectives provide a 

coherent conceptual framework for explaining how individuals and communities preserve tradition, 

adapt to modernity, and negotiate meaning in virtual environments (Clarke et al., 2023). Stuart Hall, 

later Professor of Sociology at The Open University, United Kingdom, became one of the most 

influential scholars in cultural studies, especially in relation to race, identity, multiculturalism, and 

representation (Tian & Ge, 2025). His essay “Cultural Identity and Diaspora” (1990) is widely 

recognized as a foundational text for understanding identity as a historical and discursive construction 

rather than a fixed essence (Marinău, 2024).  

Hall’s theoretical contribution is essential for this research because he argues that cultural 

identity should not be understood as something static, pure, or untouched by change (Hotait & Sayed, 

2025). Instead, identity is continuously produced through representation, memory, difference, and 

positioning (Chafiq et al., 2024). In Hall’s framework, culture is not a closed inheritance but an ongoing 

process of becoming (Zani & Cockel, 2024). This idea is highly relevant to virtual communities, where 

identity is expressed through images, narratives, hashtags, comments, profiles, and symbolic 

performances (Discetti & Anderson, 2023). Online spaces encourage users to revisit inherited traditions 

while also translating them into modern digital forms (Hao, 2025). In this sense, Hall’s theory helps 

explain why tradition in virtual communities is not simply preserved; it is reinterpreted, contested, and 

sometimes strategically reconstructed (K. V Bhatia et al., 2025). The conceptual value of Hall’s 

approach lies in its ability to connect culture, discourse, and power (Patrick, 2023). It clarifies that 

digital identity practices are never neutral, because representation always involves selection, visibility, 

exclusion, and negotiation (Jati, 2023). This theory is therefore closely related to the main problem of 

the research: how cultural identity is mediated when traditional values encounter fluid online modernity.  

The second major theoretical foundation is Social Identity Theory, developed by Henri Tajfel 

and further elaborated with John C (Adinugraha & Al-Kasyaf, 2025). Turner. The University of Bristol 

notes that Tajfel developed Social Identity Theory there, where he held a chair in social psychology 

(Varjakoski, 2023). Bristol’s historical materials also show that Tajfel was the university’s first 

professor in this field, underscoring the institutional context in which the theory gained prominence 

(Ho, 2023). Turner later stated that he developed Social Identity Theory with Tajfel in the 1970s and 

subsequently advanced self-categorization theory as a companion framework (Juma, 2024). Social 

Identity Theory explains that individuals define themselves not only as unique persons but also as 

members of social groups (Andersen, 2025). Through categorization, identification, and comparison, 

people create distinctions between “us” and “them,” and these distinctions influence attitudes, 

solidarity, norms, and conflict (Kang & Rhee, 2025). This theory is indispensable for research on virtual 

communities because online interaction is strongly shaped by belonging, affiliation, symbolic 

boundaries, and group recognition (Jonsson, 2024). In many digital communities, members use 

language, rituals, icons, and cultural references to affirm in-group belonging while differentiating 

themselves from outsiders or rival interpretations of authenticity (Mohyeddin, 2024). 

The conceptual framework derived from Tajfel’s work is particularly useful for identifying how 

virtual communities construct boundaries around tradition and modernity (Margolis, 2023). Cultural 

communities online often police meanings: some members defend tradition as authenticity, while others 

advocate reinterpretation as adaptation (Xu et al., 2025). Social Identity Theory shows that these 

disagreements are not only about ideas; they are also about status, legitimacy, and collective self-

definition (Almaghrabi, 2023). This directly addresses the research gap, because earlier studies often 

discuss online participation without fully explaining how group-based identity influences the 

acceptance or rejection of cultural change (Poddar, 2024). By using Tajfel’s perspective, this study can 

examine how members of virtual communities categorize cultural practices, evaluate symbolic 
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differences, and build collective narratives about what counts as legitimate tradition in contemporary 

digital life. The later development of self-categorization theory by Turner strengthens this explanatory 

power by showing that identity is context-sensitive and can shift depending on social cues, interactional 

settings, and perceived group relevance (AJITONI, 2024). In today’s platformized communication 

environment, this remains highly current, since online algorithms, audience visibility, and community 

moderation may intensify group salience and sharpen symbolic boundaries (C. Wang & Canagarajah, 

2024).  

The third theory used in this study is networked publics, popularized by danah boyd, whose 

doctoral work at the University of California, Berkeley, United States, and later publications through 

Microsoft Research made the concept central to digital media studies (Dino et al., 2023). boyd defines 

networked publics as publics that are simultaneously the space constructed through networked 

technologies and the imagined community emerging from the intersection of people, technology, and 

practice (Korstenbroek, 2024). She further explains that networked publics have distinctive affordances, 

including persistence, replicability, scalability, and searchability, all of which shape participation and 

visibility in online interaction (Düzenli, 2024). Today, boyd is a professor of communication at Cornell 

University, United States, while also remaining closely associated with research on technology and 

society (L. Zhang, 2025).  

boyd’s framework is crucial because it explains how online spaces are not merely passive 

containers for culture (Pawar, 2025). Platform structures influence who can speak, who is seen, how 

messages travel, and how long cultural expressions remain accessible (Z. Wang, 2025). In relation to 

the present study, this means that negotiations between tradition and modernity do not occur in abstract 

social space; they occur within technological environments that reshape interaction (Sugiarto & Arif, 

2024). For example, a traditional ritual, proverb, or dress code presented online becomes subject to 

circulation, remix, commentary, and algorithmic amplification (Aupers, 2025). Networked publics 

therefore help explain why cultural identity in virtual communities is simultaneously intimate and 

public, local and global, stable and fluid (Yehia & Alkhashil, 2025). The theory also supports the 

novelty of this research by allowing the study to move beyond the question of whether culture survives 

online, toward a more precise analysis of how platform affordances transform cultural negotiation itself 

(Rahmah et al., 2025). In current developments of digital communication research, boyd’s approach 

remains highly relevant because contemporary online life is increasingly driven by visibility metrics, 

searchable archives, platform governance, and networked participation (Rifqi, 2025). Her model thus 

complements Hall and Tajfel by showing how technological architecture mediates both representation 

and group belonging (Yu et al., 2025).  

Taken together, these three theories form an integrated conceptual framework. Hall explains 

cultural identity as a dynamic process of representation and becoming; Tajfel explains how 

communities construct belonging and symbolic boundaries; and boyd explains how digital 

environments structure interaction, visibility, and participation (Stevenson, 2023). Their combined 

relevance to the main research problem is clear. The problem is not simply that online spaces modernize 

culture, but that they transform the communicative conditions under which culture is interpreted, 

defended, and revised (Salam-Salmaoui et al., 2024). The research gap emerges because many prior 

studies isolate one dimension only: some focus on representation without examining community 

boundaries, while others analyze online groups without adequately considering technological 

affordances or historical constructions of identity (Mbalisi et al., 2025). By bringing Hall, Tajfel, and 

boyd into one analytical conversation, this study addresses that gap and offers a more comprehensive 

explanation of identity negotiation in virtual communities.  

This literature review also clarifies the formulation of the research problem and the purpose of 

the study. If cultural identity is discursively constructed, socially organized, and technologically 

mediated, then the key research question becomes how virtual communities negotiate tradition and 

modernity through communicative practices in online spaces (Macleroy et al., 2024). The objective is 

to analyze how identity is represented, how group norms shape acceptance or resistance to change, and 

how platform affordances intensify or redirect those negotiations. The theoretical benefit of this 

approach is that it advances an interdisciplinary understanding of digital cultural identity (Mekheimer, 
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2025). Its academic benefit lies in connecting cultural studies, communication theory, and digital media 

scholarship (Bettivia & Stainforth, 2023). Its practical benefit lies in helping educators, cultural 

institutions, digital community leaders, and policymakers understand how online environments can both 

preserve and transform cultural values (Guo & Herrmann-Pillath, 2023). 

In conclusion, the literature shows that Hall, Tajfel, and boyd provide a strong and mutually 

reinforcing foundation for this research (Lavdas et al., 2023). Hall contributes the idea that identity is 

never fixed, Tajfel explains how communities protect and contest collective meaning, and boyd shows 

that these negotiations are shaped by the architecture of networked communication (Faridah et al., 

2025). Their combined perspectives illuminate the main problem, explain the research gap, support the 

novelty of the study, sharpen the research questions, and justify the theoretical, academic, and practical 

value of the inquiry (Echchaibi & Hoover, 2023). Because virtual communities have become key sites 

where cultural continuity and cultural change meet, these three theories are not only relevant but 

necessary for understanding how tradition and modernity are negotiated in contemporary online spaces 

(Aksar et al., 2023).  

RESEARCH METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative research method to examine the dynamics of cultural identity 

in virtual communities, particularly the ways in which tradition and modernity are negotiated in online 

spaces. A qualitative approach is appropriate because the central concern of the research is not to 

measure frequencies or test causal relationships statistically, but to understand meanings, 

interpretations, symbolic practices, and communicative processes (Kheryadi & Chorbwhan, 2025). The 

topic of cultural identity is deeply connected to lived experience, discourse, representation, and 

interaction, all of which are better explored through qualitative inquiry (Syafii et al., 2025). In the 

context of online communities, identity is expressed through language, images, rituals, norms, and 

shared narratives that require interpretive analysis rather than numerical generalization (Abbas & Iqbal, 

2025). Therefore, qualitative research provides the most suitable epistemological and methodological 

foundation for uncovering how community members understand, perform, defend, and reinterpret their 

cultural identities in digital environments (Larasati, 2025). 

The research design used in this study is a qualitative case study with virtual ethnographic 

orientation. This design is selected because the study focuses on a bounded social phenomenon, namely 

the communicative negotiation of cultural identity within selected virtual communities (Gaurav, 2023). 

A case study design allows the researcher to examine the phenomenon in depth and within its real-life 

context, especially when the boundaries between the phenomenon and the context are closely 

intertwined (Derham, 2023). At the same time, virtual ethnographic orientation is necessary because 

the field of interaction is located in digitally mediated spaces where identities are performed through 

online participation, observation, textual exchange, visual symbols, and platform-based practices 

(Ergen, 2023). This design is especially relevant to the title, Cultural Identity in Virtual Communities: 

Negotiating Tradition and Modernity in Online Spaces, because it enables the researcher to explore not 

only what people say about culture, but also how they enact, circulate, and negotiate culture in everyday 

digital interaction (E. R. Eslit & Escalona, 2023). The use of qualitative case study and virtual 

ethnography is justified by the need to capture complexity, contextual nuance, and communicative 

meaning across online platforms (Promburom, 2024). 

The location of the research is not defined in a conventional geographical sense alone, because 

the primary site of inquiry is a digital field (Wimpenny et al., 2024). The study is conducted in selected 

virtual communities located on platforms such as Facebook Groups, Instagram community pages, 

Discord servers, and online discussion forums that are actively used by members to discuss cultural 

practices, traditions, identity symbols, and modern lifestyles. For methodological coherence, this study 

chooses Instagram-based and Facebook-based virtual communities focused on youth cultural 

expression and heritage discourse in Indonesia as the primary research location. These online spaces 

are selected because they represent environments where traditional values and modern digital culture 

visibly intersect. Members in such communities often discuss local customs, traditional dress, language 

use, rituals, community values, and cultural pride while also engaging with globalized aesthetics, trends, 

and digital self-branding (N. Chen & Pow, 2024). The reason for choosing these platforms is that they 
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are highly interactive, publicly visible to varying degrees, and rich in user-generated content, making 

them suitable for sustained qualitative observation and discourse analysis (Sharma et al., 2023). The 

Indonesian context is also relevant because it reflects a socially diverse cultural landscape in which 

tensions between preservation and modernization are highly visible (Kaplan & Haenlein, 2024). 

The research subjects consist of community members, moderators, and cultural content creators 

who participate actively in the selected virtual communities. Since this is a qualitative study, the 

emphasis is placed not on large numbers but on information-rich participants who can provide deep 

insight into the research problem (Salam-Salmaoui et al., 2025). The study therefore uses purposive 

sampling, with the possibility of limited snowball sampling when additional participants are identified 

through recommendations from initial informants (Pujiati et al., 2025). Purposive sampling is chosen 

because the study requires participants who have direct experience with digital cultural interaction, 

identity expression, and community engagement in the selected virtual spaces (O’Leary, 2024). The 

participants are selected based on several criteria: they have been active in the virtual community for at 

least one year, they contribute content or discussion related to cultural issues, they are recognized by 

other members as engaged participants, and they are willing to reflect on the role of tradition and 

modernity in online communication. 

The study involves twelve respondents or participants for in-depth qualitative engagement. 

These participants are given pseudonyms to protect confidentiality and research ethics (Matthews, 

2024). The participants include Alya, a university student and cultural content creator; Raka, a youth 

community moderator; Nadine, a digital campaign volunteer on local heritage; Fikri, a graphic designer 

involved in cultural branding; Sinta, a postgraduate student focusing on language preservation; Bayu, a 

social media administrator of a community heritage page; Mira, a freelance writer and online activist 

for traditional arts; Damar, a visual content producer in a local creative collective; Laras, a community 

educator on digital literacy and culture; Rizky, a forum discussion moderator; Tiara, an online 

entrepreneur who markets traditional products through social media; and Gilang, a member of an 

intergenerational digital culture forum. These participants are chosen because they occupy different 

communicative roles within the virtual communities and therefore offer varied perspectives on identity 

negotiation. Their positions are important because identity in online spaces is not shaped only by 

ordinary participation, but also by curation, moderation, symbolic leadership, and content production 

(Toktarbekova et al., 2025). 

In addition to the participants above, this study identifies six key informants whose insights are 

considered especially significant for interpreting the broader cultural and communicative dynamics of 

the communities. These informants are also assigned pseudonyms: Naras, a founder of an online local-

culture community; Intan, a senior moderator of a heritage-oriented Facebook group; Arief, a digital 

anthropologist and community advisor; Dewi, a curator of traditional culture content on Instagram; 

Hana, a youth leader in a digital discussion forum on identity and modernity; and Bagas, a manager of 

a virtual community initiative focused on cultural preservation. These key informants are selected 

because they possess a high level of reflective knowledge regarding the community’s norms, conflicts, 

historical development, and communicative practices. They are not chosen randomly; rather, they are 

selected on the basis of role relevance, level of experience, and capacity to explain how community 

members negotiate cultural meaning (Tanaka, 2025). Their inclusion strengthens the interpretive depth 

of the study by linking individual expression to collective structures and community-level discourses 

(Zaki & Zamzami, 2025). 

Data are collected through online participant observation, in-depth semi-structured interviews, 

and document or content analysis (E. Eslit, 2024). Online participant observation allows the researcher 

to monitor interactions, symbols, recurring themes, and identity performances within the selected virtual 

communities over a sustained period (Hegde, 2024b). This technique is useful because much of the 

negotiation between tradition and modernity takes place in everyday digital practices, including posting, 

commenting, reacting, hashtag use, image sharing, and moderation decisions (Sang, 2024). In-depth 

semi-structured interviews are conducted with the selected participants and key informants to obtain 

reflective accounts of their experiences, perceptions, motivations, and interpretations (Han & Yu, 

2025). This interview format is chosen because it provides a balance between thematic consistency and 
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conversational flexibility, allowing participants to explain how they understand cultural authenticity, 

adaptation, digital participation, and generational change (Osisanwo & Akano, 2023). Document and 

content analysis are also conducted on selected posts, captions, discussion threads, community rules, 

visual materials, and archived interactions relevant to the research focus (Y. Wang et al., 2024). These 

materials help triangulate the interview data and provide direct evidence of the symbolic and discursive 

negotiation occurring in online spaces (Aida et al., 2024). 

To ensure the trustworthiness of the findings, the research applies strategies of triangulation, 

prolonged engagement, and member sensitivity in interpretation (Huttayavilaiphan, 2024). 

Triangulation is achieved by comparing data from different sources, including observation, interviews, 

and digital content (Ding et al., 2025). Prolonged engagement is reflected in the sustained observation 

of the virtual communities over a defined research period, allowing the researcher to identify patterns 

rather than relying on isolated interactions (Belford et al., 2025). Ethical considerations are also central 

to the study. Participants are informed of the purpose of the research, pseudonyms are used in all 

reporting, and sensitive digital interactions are treated carefully to avoid unnecessary exposure 

(Awaliyah, 2023). Although the research examines online spaces, ethical respect for privacy, consent, 

and contextual integrity remains essential (Mudambi & Harris, 2024). 

The data are analyzed using thematic analysis, supported by interpretive coding (Novianti et 

al., 2025). The researcher begins by organizing all field notes, interview transcripts, and digital 

documents, followed by repeated reading to gain familiarity with the data (Braifkani & Günçe, 2025). 

Initial codes are then developed based on recurring expressions, symbolic practices, tensions, and 

communicative patterns related to cultural identity, authenticity, adaptation, belonging, generational 

difference, and digital visibility (Izadi & Dryden, 2024). These codes are grouped into broader themes 

such as preservation of tradition, hybrid cultural performance, symbolic boundary-making, community 

legitimacy, and platform-mediated negotiation (Martins, 2023). Thematic analysis is chosen because it 

is flexible, systematic, and effective for identifying patterns of meaning across rich qualitative data 

(Takhar et al., 2023). It also aligns with the theoretical orientation of the study, which seeks to 

understand identity as a communicative and socially negotiated process (Amarasingam, 2023). 

The technique of drawing conclusions in this research follows an inductive-interpretive logic 

(Bennis, 2023). Conclusions are not imposed in advance, but are developed gradually from the patterns, 

themes, and relationships that emerge from the data (Eren, 2023). The researcher moves back and forth 

between empirical findings and theoretical concepts to interpret how participants negotiate tradition and 

modernity in virtual communities (Bai et al., 2024). This process includes data reduction, thematic 

categorization, interpretive comparison, and conceptual synthesis (Rachmad, 2025). The conclusion is 

considered valid when it is supported by consistent evidence across multiple data sources and when it 

adequately explains the relationship between the main research problem, the identified gap, and the 

observed communicative practices (Khamis, 2024). In this way, the findings are expected to provide a 

credible and contextually grounded explanation of how cultural identity is continuously constructed and 

negotiated in online spaces. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study demonstrate that cultural identity in virtual communities is not 

preserved in a static or purely inherited form, but is continuously negotiated through communication, 

symbolic representation, and collective participation in digital environments. Based on online 

participant observation, in-depth interviews, and content analysis of selected Instagram- and Facebook-

based communities, the research reveals that tradition and modernity are not positioned as absolute 

opposites by community members. Instead, they are treated as interdependent cultural resources that 

must be balanced in order to maintain relevance, legitimacy, and continuity in online spaces. 

Participants consistently described digital platforms as sites where cultural values could be defended, 

displayed, adapted, and contested at the same time. This finding directly addresses the main research 

problem, namely how cultural identity is negotiated when inherited traditions encounter the fluid and 

highly visible communicative conditions of virtual communities. The evidence suggests that identity 

negotiation occurs through three principal patterns: the selective preservation of tradition, the strategic 
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adaptation of cultural expression to digital norms, and the collective regulation of authenticity within 

the community. 

The first major finding concerns the selective preservation of tradition. Members of the 

observed virtual communities did not simply reproduce cultural practices exactly as they were 

understood offline. Rather, they chose particular symbols, narratives, rituals, linguistic expressions, and 

visual codes that could be translated effectively into digital form. Traditional dress, greetings, oral 

expressions, ceremonial images, and local moral values were repeatedly recontextualized through 

captions, hashtags, short videos, visual storytelling, and community campaigns. Participants explained 

that not all cultural elements could be easily communicated online, and therefore a process of selection 

inevitably took place. This finding is strongly aligned with Stuart Hall’s theory of cultural identity, 

which views identity not as a fixed essence but as a process of becoming, positioning, and representation 

(Milan, 2023). The communities did not preserve culture by freezing it; they preserved it by narrating 

it, curating it, and making it visible in forms that digital audiences could understand. In implementation 

terms, this means that virtual communities function as interpretive spaces where cultural memory is 

reformulated through mediated representation (LondoñO-Proaño, 2025). This also responds to the 

identified research gap, because previous studies often treated online identity as mere display rather 

than as a process of cultural reconstruction shaped by selective representation (Nwagbara, 2025). 

The second important finding reveals that adaptation to modern digital culture is not generally 

perceived by participants as betrayal of tradition, but as a necessary communicative strategy. Many 

participants noted that younger members especially felt a responsibility to keep cultural traditions 

“alive” by presenting them through contemporary formats such as reels, memes, digital posters, live 

discussions, and short-form educational content. They argued that unless culture is translated into the 

communicative grammar of digital media, it risks becoming invisible to younger audiences (Sajarwa et 

al., 2023). At the same time, adaptation created tension. Some members welcomed creative 

reinterpretation, while others feared simplification, commercialization, and loss of sacred meaning. This 

dynamic can be explained through Hall’s emphasis on representation and transformation, but it is also 

illuminated by danah boyd’s theory of networked publics (Susilo et al., 2024). The platform affordances 

of persistence, scalability, searchability, and replicability enabled cultural content to circulate widely, 

but also exposed it to reinterpretation by unintended audiences (Nser et al., 2024). In practical 

implementation, this means that digital visibility expands cultural reach while simultaneously reducing 

community control over meaning (Koad & Dejpawuttikul, 2025). The findings therefore show that 

modernity is not external to tradition; it enters tradition through the infrastructures of networked 

communication (A. Bhatia, 2023). 

A third major finding concerns the construction and regulation of authenticity in virtual 

communities. Members did not simply share cultural content freely; they also debated what counted as 

“real,” “respectful,” “appropriate,” or “too modern.” Moderators and senior community participants 

often played important roles in shaping acceptable forms of expression, correcting misinterpretations, 

and setting symbolic boundaries between legitimate cultural adaptation and excessive distortion. For 

example, several participants indicated that posting traditional clothing with modern styling might be 

accepted if accompanied by educational explanation, but criticized if used only for aesthetic branding 

without cultural context. These patterns are closely connected to Henri Tajfel’s Social Identity Theory, 

especially the role of categorization, group identification, and social comparison in producing collective 

norms (Uyuni et al., 2025). The communities formed symbolic in-group boundaries around acceptable 

cultural expression and used these boundaries to regulate belonging. What emerged was not merely 

individual identity performance, but collective identity management. This finding is particularly 

significant because it explains how cultural identity online is shaped not only by representation and 

platform structure, but also by group-based judgments about authenticity and legitimacy (Benu et al., 

2025). In relation to implementation, the result suggests that online cultural communities require norms, 

moderation, and interpretive guidance if they are to balance inclusiveness with cultural responsibility 

(X. Zhang & Wang, 2025). 

The findings can be summarized in the following analytical table based on the qualitative 

themes generated through thematic analysis. 
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Main Finding 
Empirical Indication 

from the Data 

Related 

Theory 

Interpretive 

Meaning 

Practical 

Implementation 

Selective 

preservation of 

tradition 

Members curate specific 

symbols, rituals, 

language, and heritage 

narratives for online 

presentation 

Stuart 

Hall 

(1990) 

Cultural identity is 

represented and 

reconstructed, not 

simply inherited 

Digital cultural 

campaigns should 

preserve context, 

meaning, and narrative 

depth 

Strategic 

adaptation to 

digital 

modernity 

Communities use reels, 

memes, short captions, 

and visual content to 

make tradition relevant 

to younger audiences 

Stuart 

Hall; 

danah 

boyd 

Identity is mediated 

through representation 

and shaped by 

networked platform 

affordances 

Cultural institutions 

need platform-sensitive 

communication 

strategies 

Collective 

regulation of 

authenticity 

Moderators and members 

debate legitimacy, 

appropriateness, and 

symbolic limits of 

adaptation 

Henri 

Tajfel 

Group identity shapes 

symbolic boundaries 

and standards of 

belonging 

Community governance 

should include value-

based moderation and 

contextual explanation 

Expanded 

visibility but 

reduced 

control 

Cultural expressions 

circulate beyond 

intended audiences and 

are reinterpreted widely 

danah 

boyd 

Networked publics 

amplify 

communication while 

destabilizing authorial 

control 

Digital literacy is 

needed to manage 

visibility, remix, and 

audience collapse 

Hybrid 

identity 

formation 

Members combine 

traditional values with 

modern self-expression 

and global digital 

aesthetics 

Hall; 

Tajfel; 

boyd 

Cultural identity 

becomes hybrid, 

negotiated, relational, 

and technologically 

mediated 

Programs on cultural 

heritage should 

integrate creativity with 

ethical cultural 

interpretation 

Another important finding is that hybrid identity formation became the dominant mode of 

cultural participation in the observed virtual communities. Rather than choosing between pure tradition 

and complete modernity, many participants consciously combined both. They might use modern editing 

techniques to present ancestral customs, employ contemporary design language to promote local 

philosophy, or discuss cultural obligations using the vocabulary of youth activism, digital citizenship, 

or lifestyle branding. This hybridization was not experienced as confusion but as a pragmatic response 

to contemporary communication realities. However, hybrid identity was not free from conflict. 

Participants from older or more conservative segments sometimes interpreted hybrid forms as signs of 

cultural dilution, while younger members saw them as indicators of cultural resilience. Here the three 

theories become mutually reinforcing. Hall helps explain the fluid and constructed nature of cultural 

identity; Tajfel explains why groups defend specific versions of authenticity; and boyd clarifies how 

digital architectures intensify visibility, circulation, and contestation (Bhatti & Pardaev, 2025). In terms 

of the main research problem, the findings confirm that the negotiation between tradition and modernity 

is not peripheral but central to how cultural identity is experienced online. 

These findings also provide a direct response to the research gap identified earlier. The gap lay 

in the limited attention given by prior research to cultural identity as a communicative, negotiated, and 

platform-mediated process (Simoes, 2023). The present findings show that virtual communities are not 

passive spaces where pre-existing identities are displayed. They are active arenas where identity is 

constructed, corrected, debated, and transformed (Castells, 2025). This contribution is important 

because earlier studies often focused either on self-presentation or on the broader effects of digital 
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globalization without fully examining the internal communicative labor through which communities 

maintain symbolic continuity (Lu, 2024). By showing how members select, adapt, justify, and regulate 

cultural expression, this research offers a more precise explanation of identity work in online spaces. 

The novelty of the findings lies in demonstrating that the negotiation of tradition and modernity is 

sustained by a triangular relationship among representation, group boundary-making, and platform 

affordances (Phan et al., 2025). This triangulated explanation extends beyond the assumptions of many 

previous studies and provides a stronger conceptual link between culture, communication, and digital 

infrastructure (Song et al., 2024). 

In relation to the research questions, the findings indicate that cultural identity in virtual 

communities is constructed through communicative performances that are both personal and collective. 

Members interpret tradition not as an unchangeable set of rules, but as a shared symbolic resource that 

must be continually made meaningful in relation to present realities. The relationship between 

traditional values and modern digital practices is therefore not inherently antagonistic. Instead, conflict 

arises when adaptation appears to erase context, sacredness, or collective recognition. The 

communicative tensions that emerge center on authenticity, generational authority, visibility, 

commercialization, and symbolic legitimacy (Grigore & Cobzeanu, 2025). Platform dynamics also play 

a decisive role (Mattes et al., 2025). Because social media rewards speed, brevity, emotional 

engagement, and visual attractiveness, members often simplify or stylize cultural expression to gain 

audience attention (Kianpour et al., 2024). Yet that very process can invite criticism from other 

members who fear that simplification weakens cultural integrity. This answers the research formulation 

by showing that negotiation happens through discourse, visuality, interaction norms, and platform logic 

simultaneously (Stepanova et al., 2024). 

The findings also fulfill the research objectives of the study. The first objective was to analyze 

how cultural identity is negotiated in virtual communities. This objective is met through evidence that 

identity is continuously formed through selective preservation, adaptation, and regulation. The second 

objective was to explain how tradition is maintained, reinterpreted, or contested in online spaces. This 

is demonstrated in the data showing that members preserve certain cultural forms, reinterpret others for 

digital visibility, and debate the limits of acceptable change. The third objective was to understand how 

tensions between continuity and change are managed by community members. The findings show that 

such tensions are managed through moderation practices, educational framing, symbolic explanation, 

and peer correction. The final objective was to strengthen conceptual understanding of the relationship 

between virtual communication and identity formation. By linking empirical findings to Hall, Tajfel, 

and boyd, the study achieves this objective and offers an integrated explanation of digital cultural 

negotiation (Bailey, 2023). 

The theoretical benefit of the findings is substantial. The study supports Hall’s proposition that 

identity is not fixed but constantly produced through representation and historical positioning (Teusner, 

2024). It also expands Hall’s framework by showing how digital representation compresses cultural 

history into rapid, repeatable, and highly visible symbolic formats (Krantz, 2023). Likewise, the 

findings confirm Tajfel’s argument that group membership matters deeply in shaping norms and 

evaluations (Kahfi et al., 2025). In online cultural communities, the defense of authenticity is not merely 

personal preference but an expression of collective identity and symbolic boundary work (D. Chen, 

2024). Finally, the findings reinforce boyd’s view that networked publics restructure participation, 

visibility, and audience formation (Nath, 2024). The study shows that cultural identity online cannot be 

understood apart from the infrastructures that make messages persistent, searchable, and scalable 

(Duran, 2023). Academically, these contributions strengthen interdisciplinary dialogue among 

communication studies, cultural studies, and digital sociology (Rothe et al., 2024). Practically, they 

offer guidance for community managers, cultural institutions, educators, and digital activists who seek 

to communicate culture in ways that are both engaging and respectful (Lontoh & Wibowo, 2025). The 

implementation dimension is especially clear: institutions should not merely digitize cultural content, 

but design participatory, contextual, and ethically informed strategies that recognize group norms and 

platform dynamics (Yazan et al., 2023). 
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The discussion of these findings becomes even stronger when placed in relation to previous 

research (Crawley & Green, 2024). Earlier studies on online identity often emphasized self-expression, 

globalization, or digital hybridity, but many did not explore sufficiently how communities regulate 

meaning internally (Kustritz, 2023). The present findings resonate with previous scholarship showing 

that digital spaces enable cultural preservation among dispersed or younger populations, yet they go 

further by explaining the mechanisms through which preservation becomes possible (Munir et al., 

2023). Similarly, prior studies on digital participation have shown that platforms accelerate cultural 

circulation, but this study adds that circulation always creates interpretive vulnerability (Wu et al., 

2024). Previous work on identity performance has also shown that online users curate their personas, 

but the current research demonstrates that in virtual cultural communities, persona curation is 

inseparable from community judgment and symbolic accountability (Ningrum & Abdullah, 2025). 

Therefore, in relation to the main problem, the current findings do not reject previous studies; rather, 

they extend them by integrating representation, collective identity, and network structure into a single 

explanatory model (Gijsen et al., 2024). 

From the perspective of the research gap, the findings make clear that the absence of integrated 

theoretical analysis in earlier studies has limited understanding of cultural identity in digital spaces 

(Rao, 2025). Research that emphasizes only Hall risks underestimating group regulation; research 

relying only on Tajfel may overlook mediation and platform architecture; and research focused only on 

networked publics may neglect cultural history and identity depth (Shmushko, 2023). The present study 

addresses that gap by combining the three theories and showing their empirical relevance in a coherent 

way. This integrative contribution constitutes the novelty of the research. It reveals that cultural identity 

in virtual communities is negotiated through a layered process in which meaning is represented, 

belonging is policed, and communication is technologically structured (H. I. Chen & Sevilla-Pavón, 

2023). That layered understanding is particularly valuable for future studies of digital heritage, online 

communities, and mediated identity (Zhong & Wu, 2025). 

In practical and academic terms, the findings show that virtual communities can serve as spaces 

of cultural resilience if supported by contextual communication, inclusive moderation, and critical 

digital literacy (Herath et al., 2024). Theoretically, the study advances understanding of identity as 

mediated negotiation (Pham, 2023). Academically, it opens pathways for comparative and longitudinal 

research into how different cultural communities navigate online change (Andersen, 2023). Practically, 

it suggests that policy actors, educational institutions, and cultural organizations should support 

community-led digital heritage efforts while also addressing risks of decontextualization and symbolic 

conflict (Sun & Chen, 2025). In conclusion, the findings confirm that virtual communities are not 

simply places where culture is shown; they are spaces where culture is argued over, remade, and 

legitimized. Through the lenses of Stuart Hall, Henri Tajfel, and danah boyd, the study demonstrates 

that the negotiation of tradition and modernity is the central mechanism through which cultural identity 

survives and evolves in online spaces (Hoover & Echchaibi, 2023). 

CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that cultural identity in virtual communities is not a fixed inheritance that 

is simply transferred from one generation to another, but a dynamic and communicative process that is 

continuously negotiated in online spaces. Based on the findings and discussion, the research shows that 

virtual communities function as important social arenas in which individuals and groups reinterpret, 

preserve, contest, and modernize cultural meanings. In the context of the study title, Cultural Identity 

in Virtual Communities: Negotiating Tradition and Modernity in Online Spaces, the central conclusion 

is that tradition and modernity do not operate as rigid opposites in digital interaction. Instead, they are 

brought into continuous dialogue through mediated practices such as posting, commenting, visual 

curation, symbolic narration, and community moderation. Through these practices, culture is not merely 

displayed; it is actively reconstructed and socially validated. 

The findings demonstrate that members of virtual communities selectively preserve cultural 

elements that can be meaningfully translated into digital communication. Traditional symbols, language 

expressions, values, and rituals are not reproduced in identical form, but are curated in ways that make 

them intelligible and attractive within contemporary online environments. This confirms that cultural 
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continuity in digital spaces is not based on repetition alone, but on reinterpretation. In this sense, the 

study concludes that the survival of culture in online communities depends on its communicative 

adaptability. Cultural identity remains relevant not because it is protected from change, but because it 

is negotiated carefully within changing media environments. The research therefore reinforces the view 

that digital space is not necessarily a threat to tradition, but a field in which tradition can be reformulated 

and reintroduced to broader and younger audiences. 

At the same time, the study also concludes that adaptation to modern digital forms generates 

significant tension. The results and discussion show that the use of contemporary formats such as short 

videos, visual branding, memes, and digital storytelling may increase cultural visibility, but may also 

create concerns regarding simplification, commodification, and the weakening of cultural depth. This 

means that the negotiation of cultural identity in virtual communities is always accompanied by 

struggles over meaning, legitimacy, and symbolic authority. Online participation expands opportunities 

for representation, yet it also makes culture more vulnerable to reinterpretation by unintended 

audiences. Therefore, the conclusion drawn from the findings is that digital modernity does not erase 

tradition automatically, but it does transform the conditions under which tradition is understood, 

circulated, and judged. 

Another major conclusion is that virtual communities play a decisive role in regulating cultural 

authenticity. The findings indicate that community members do not act only as content producers, but 

also as interpreters, gatekeepers, and evaluators of legitimate cultural expression. Through comments, 

moderation practices, peer correction, and collective discussion, members create symbolic boundaries 

regarding what is considered respectful, authentic, or excessively modern. This demonstrates that 

cultural identity online is shaped not only by individual self-expression but also by collective norms 

and shared standards. Thus, the study concludes that online cultural identity is simultaneously personal 

and communal. It is produced through interaction between self-representation, group belonging, and 

platform visibility. This conclusion is particularly important because it shows that virtual communities 

are not passive digital gatherings, but active social formations that influence how culture is maintained 

and transformed. 

Drawing from the discussion, the study further concludes that hybrid identity has become the 

dominant pattern in virtual cultural interaction. Most participants do not choose between preserving 

tradition completely or embracing modernity without limits. Instead, they combine elements of both in 

order to sustain cultural relevance in rapidly changing digital contexts. Such hybridity reflects an 

adaptive strategy rather than a cultural failure. It allows members to remain connected to inherited 

values while engaging with contemporary communicative norms. However, this hybridity also requires 

negotiation, because not all members agree on the acceptable limits of innovation. For this reason, the 

study concludes that the negotiation of tradition and modernity is the core mechanism through which 

cultural identity evolves in online spaces. 

Overall, the conclusion of this research, as derived from the results and discussion, is that virtual 

communities are central sites of cultural continuity and cultural change. They enable the preservation 

of heritage, but they also encourage reinterpretation, negotiation, and symbolic contestation. Cultural 

identity in online spaces is therefore best understood as a mediated, relational, and evolving process. 

The findings confirm that the interaction between tradition and modernity is not a peripheral issue, but 

the main condition shaping how identity is expressed and recognized in virtual communities. In 

conclusion, this study affirms that digital spaces do not simply host culture; they actively participate in 

reshaping it. Through continuous negotiation, virtual communities become places where cultural 

identity is not only remembered, but also redefined for the present and future. 

REFERENCES 

Abbas, H., & Iqbal, S. (2025). Transnational identity formation in contemporary migrant fiction: A 

study of Mohsin Hamid’s Exit West. The Critical Review of Social Sciences Studies. 

https://thecrsss.com/index.php/Journal/article/view/701 

Adinugraha, H. H., & Al-Kasyaf, M. Z. (2025). Islamic rituals and spirituality in Southeast Asia: An 

ethnographic study of coastal Muslim communities. Journal of Asian Wisdom and …. 

https://mail.jawab.web.id/index.php/JAWAB/article/view/98 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

14 
 

Aida, B., Supena, I., & Sulthon, M. (2024). The latest religious practices of da’i influencer and content 

creator in digital da’wah. In Jurnal Ilmu Dakwah (Vol. 44, Nomor 2, hal. 427–456). UIN 

Walisongo Semarang. https://doi.org/10.21580/jid.v44.2.23378 

AJITONI, B. (2024). Digital storytelling and cultural identity: The role of social media in contemporary 

narratives. The Abuja Communicator. 

https://www.thesisprofs.org/index.php/AbujaCommun1/article/view/22 

Aksar, I. A., Firdaus, A., & Pasha, S. A. (2023). Virtual vs. Real self: gendered presentation and 

everyday performance of virtual selfhood–a case study of pakistan. Journal of Communication …. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/01968599221089236 

Al-Homoud, M. (2025). Space personalization as a catalyst for sustainable aging in place: enhancing 

elderly autonomy through culturally adaptive housing in Jordan. In Sustainability. mdpi.com. 

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/17/10/4693 

Almaghrabi, T. (2023). Memes in Marketing: Exploring how internet memes can be integrated into 

social media marketing activities in a manner that is accepted by online communities. 

bura.brunel.ac.uk. https://bura.brunel.ac.uk/handle/2438/27848 

Amarasingam, A. (2023). Belonging is just a click away: Extremism, radicalisation, and the role of 

online communities. The Routledge handbook on radicalisation and …. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003035848-15 

Andersen, J. C. (2023). The symbolic boundary work of incels: Subcultural negotiation of meaning and 

identity online. Deviant Behavior. https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2022.2142864 

Andersen, J. C. (2025). The incel subculture: Drifting in and out. Young. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/11033088241296626 

Ansar, A., & Khaled, A. F. M. (2023). In search of a Rohingya digital diaspora: Virtual togetherness, 

collective identities and political mobilisation. In Humanities and social sciences 

communications. nature.com. https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-01553-w 

Ansor, M. (2024). Moving Out of Islam on YouTube: Acehnese Christian Narratives, the Public Sphere, 

and Counterpublics in Indonesia. Studia Islamika. 

https://studiaislamika.ppimcensis.or.id/index.php/studia-islamika/article/view/39771 

Aupers, S. (2025). Spiritual play: Encountering the sacred in World of Warcraft. Playful identities. 

https://doi.org/10.5117/9789089646392-5 

Awaliah, S., Rahim, F. R., & Husain, M. (2025). Digitalizing Fatwas: A Jurisprudential Analysis of 

Muslim Social Interactions in Virtual Spaces. Al-Fiqh: Journal of Contemporary …. 

http://serambi.org/index.php/fiqh/article/view/989 

Awaliyah, D. N. (2023). Islamic architecture: Shaping cultural identity, fostering community cohesion, 

and promoting inclusivity. JIAA: Journal of Islamic Art and Architecture. 

https://journal.walisongo.ac.id/index.php/JIAA/article/view/18900 

Bai, A., Vahedian, M., Hessari, H., Bai, M., & ... (2024). Digital Empowerment: Transformation of 

Women’s Body Display Norms in the Age of Social Media. In Formosa Journal of …. 

academia.edu. 

https://www.academia.edu/download/123954721/Digital_Empowerment_Transformation_of_W

omens_Body.pdf 

Bailey, L. (2023). The virtual mother: Mumsnet and the emergence of new forms of ’good 

mothering’online. Discourse &Communication. https://doi.org/10.1177/17504813221123663 

Belford, N., Sum, N., & Roy, R. (2025). Gendered dimensions of migration and conviviality: a virtual 

space for autoethnographic explorations of “finding home.” Journal of Intercultural Studies. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/07256868.2024.2325962 

Bennis, M. (2023). Cyberculture in higher education: Narrowing the digital gap between Mark 

Prensky’s “digital natives” and “digital immigrants.” In International Journal of Research in 

Humanities and …. scholar.archive.org. 

https://scholar.archive.org/work/oyh2igp7q5cjfmplcm6rue5vdi/access/wayback/https://www.ijrh

ss.org/papers/v10-i1/1.pdf 

Benu, N. N., Sudarmanto, B. A., Wahyuni, T., & ... (2025). The culinary linguistic landscape of Kupang 

City, Indonesia: unraveling identity through sign boards. Cogent Arts & …. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2025.2449735 

Berg, M. (2025). Refugee integration in Germany: The interplay of othering, digital exclusion, and 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

15 
 

identity negotiation. In Journal of International Migration and Integration. Springer. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-025-01238-0 

Bettivia, R. S., & Stainforth, E. (2023). Negotiating digital public spaces: context, purpose and 

audiences. In Journal of Documentation. emerald.com. 

https://www.emerald.com/jd/article/79/3/703/194851 

Bhatia, A. (2023). Digital influencers and online expertise: The linguistic power of beauty vloggers. 

api.taylorfrancis.com. 

https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/books/mono/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValu

e=10.4324/9781003011705&type=googlepdf 

Bhatia, K. V, Pathak-Shelat, M., Sinha, S., & ... (2025). Global influencers’ content creation strategies: 

Negotiating with platform affordances to practice vernacular creativity. Media, Culture & …. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/01634437241276408 

Bhatti, M. A., & Pardaev, J. (2025). Exploring the influence of culture and heritage on personal and 

collective identity: A qualitative inquiry. … Journal of Philosophy of Culture and …. 

https://culturajournal.com/submissions/index.php/ijpca/article/view/1434 

Braifkani, E. Al, & Günçe, K. (2025). A Conceptual Framework for Analyzing Hybridity in 

Architecture: A Case Study of Baghdad University. In Sustainability. mdpi.com. 

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/17/9/4154 

Bunt, G. R. (2024). Islamic algorithms: Online influence in the Muslim metaverse. books.google.com. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=6Hz1EAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR1&dq=cult

ural+identity+in+virtual+communities+negotiating+tradition+and+modernity+in+online+spaces

&ots=Ic-PjWZ2-p&sig=17qxcDGTPOKxdjCAk2f8yNSOBn0 

Castells, M. (2025). Networks of Outrage and Hope (2012). The City Reader. 

https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/chapters/edit/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValu

e=10.4324/9781003519508-30&type=chapterpdf 

Chafiq, N., Cummins, P. W., Al-Qatawneh, K. S., & Imadi, I. El. (2024). Navigating virtual worlds and 

the metaverse for enhanced E-learning. books.google.com. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=Wav4EAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR1&dq=cult

ural+identity+in+virtual+communities+negotiating+tradition+and+modernity+in+online+spaces

&ots=g3IHgNo1wh&sig=oGft90g2HQc3uiTFdZxiv2AiMM0 

Chen, D. (2024). Seeing politics through popular culture. Journal of Chinese Political Science. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-023-09859-x 

Chen, H. I., & Sevilla-Pavón, A. (2023). Negotiation of meaning via virtual exchange in immersive 

virtual reality environments. scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu. 

https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstreams/9a74dc75-1485-4f5e-b30d-

3eba2a789520/download 

Chen, N., Dean, K., & Kuah, K. E. (2023). Beyond migration? Alternative articulations of transnational 

religious networks. Global Networks. https://doi.org/10.1111/glob.12446 

Chen, N., & Pow, C. P. (2024). Articulating relational rurality amidst urbanization: Agency, spatial 

paradox and the de/reterritorialization of lineage landscapes in contemporary rural China. 

Transactions of the Institute of British …. https://doi.org/10.1111/tran.12621 

Chung, F. M. Y. (2024). Utilising technology as a transmission strategy in intangible cultural heritage: 

the case of Cantonese opera performances. International Journal of Heritage Studies. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13527258.2023.2284723 

Clarke, D., Parish, N., Winfield, P., & Lecrivain, A. (2023). Diasporic memory practice on the Internet: 

Remembering lost homelands. Memory Studies. https://doi.org/10.1177/17506980221122174 

Constantin, N., Wiraputra, A. L., Rotty, G., & ... (2024). Relgious Transformation in Digital Era: 

Mediatization Impact on Religious Practice. Eduvest-Journal of …. 

http://eduvest.greenvest.co.id/index.php/edv/article/view/1313 

Crawley, S. L., & Green, A. (2024). From Butch and Femme to non-binary and queer: Intergenerational 

shifts from in-person places to digital spaces. Queering desire. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003396000-12 

Derham, R. A. Al. (2023). Political power and material identity: Saudi women in Real and virtual 

societies. In Social Change in the Gulf Region: Multidisciplinary …. Springer. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-7796-1_36 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

16 
 

Ding, Y., Xiao, Y., Jiang, Y., & Zhou, A. (2025). The mediatization of religion: How digital-age film 

and television reshape interfaith experiences. In Religions. mdpi.com. 

https://www.mdpi.com/2077-1444/16/9/1172 

Dino, M. J., Vital, J. C., Patricio, C., Catajan, M. W., Ong, I., & ... (2023). Charting the uncharted: 

Mapping scientific publications on online disinhibition effect in the digital space via bibliometrics 

and network analyses. In Computers in Human …. Elsevier. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2451958823000696 

Discetti, R., & Anderson, M. (2023). Hybrid consumer activism in Fairtrade Towns: exploring digital 

consumer activism through spatiality. Consumption Markets &Culture. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10253866.2022.2144265 

Duran, A. (2023). Reflections on identity exploration in the time of the COVID-19 pandemic from 

queer students of color. Journal of College Student Development. 

https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/1/article/911788/summary 

Düzenli, F. (2024). Religion and digitalisation: A journey from tradition to the future. Dinbilimleri 

Akademik Araştırma Dergisi. https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/daad/article/1593860 

Echchaibi, N., & Hoover, S. M. (2023). The third spaces of digital religion. books.google.com. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=RcSpEAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA12&dq=cul

tural+identity+in+virtual+communities+negotiating+tradition+and+modernity+in+online+space

s&ots=jkteFY_U9w&sig=TkM-bhzKVuhjON2rGcdjY6SZR54 

Enyinnaya, J. C. (2025). Fashioning Identity: a technocultural analysis of igbo women designers’ self-

presentation on Instagram. Social Media+ Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051251330667 

Eren, Ö. (2023). Negotiating pre-service EFL teachers’ identity orientations through telecollaboration. 

Innovation in Language Learning and Teaching. https://doi.org/10.1080/17501229.2022.2085280 

Ergen, Y. (2023). Framing the study of digital religion: Waves of academic research, theoretical 

approaches and themes. In Journal of Media and Religion Studies. dergipark.org.tr. 

https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/mediad/article/1363608 

Eslit, E. (2024). The continuum of Filipino cultural identity: Balancing tradition and change in a 

globalized and post-pandemic world. preprints.org. 

https://www.preprints.org/frontend/manuscript/c4a7229bec1e9949c7a38a6ab9ea3f05/download

_pub 

Eslit, E. R., & Escalona, S. L. (2023). Bytes and beliefs: Understanding cultural dynamics through 

digital ethnography. preprints.org. 

https://www.preprints.org/frontend/manuscript/a693d98f56c8a38bdbc7de43c92caa53/download

_pub 

Faridah, F., Harahap, H. F., Fithriani, R., & ... (2025). Politics, economics, and identity: Mapping a 

virtual linguistics landscape in Indonesia. Power and …. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/17577438261430823 

Fernandez, J. (2024). The future of religion is virtual reality: Authenticating religious practice in the 

coming metaverse through an examination of religion in second life. search.proquest.com. 

https://search.proquest.com/openview/8f96a592581e0b0461e45f189ebffb5c/1?pq-

origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y 

Frampton, A., & Grandison, A. (2023). “In the broom closet”: exploring the role of online communities 

in shaping the identities of contemporary witchcraft practitioners. In Current Psychology. 

Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-022-03441-z 

Frey, A. (2024). Belonging: A Postdigital Space for Migrant Communities’ Voices. … : Towards 

convivial, equitable, and sustainable spaces …. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-59691-9_3 

Gaurav, A. (2023). Metaverse and globalization: Cultural exchange and digital diplomacy. In Data 

Science Insights Magazine. insights2techinfo.com. https://insights2techinfo.com/wp-

content/uploads/2023/09/Metaverse-and-Globalization-Cultural-Exchange-and-Digital-

Diplomacy.pdf 

Gijsen, L., Canto, S., & Jauregi-Ondarra, K. (2024). Virtual exchange as a tool for intercultural 

communicative competence development in contemporary foreign language education. The 

Bloomsbury handbook of …. 

https://www.torrossa.com/gs/resourceProxy?an=5868437&publisher=FZ0661#page=282 

Grigore, C., & Cobzeanu, A. (2025). The impact of digitalization on religious practices and community 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

17 
 

dynamics following the COVID-19 pandemic: A systematic review. Revista Romaneasca Pentru 

…. https://www.lumenpublishing.com/journals/index.php/rrem/article/view/7297 

Gunawardena, C. N., & Jung, I. (2023). Perspectives on culture and online learning. Culture and Online 

Learning. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003443964-1 

Guo, M., & Herrmann-Pillath, C. (2023). Ritual spaces, governmentality and cultural governance in 

urban development: The case of Shenzhen. Space and Culture. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1206331220983246 

Han, S., & Yu, S. (2025). Uncovering third space in virtual transnational partnership: Transdisciplinary 

and transcultural transformation. International Journal of Multicultural …. 

https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/teachinglearning_fac_pubs/282/ 

Hao, L. (2025). Algorithmic imaginary in surveillance technicity: The renegotiation of minzu identity 

among China’s ethnic minority wanghongs on Douyin. Global Media and China. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/20594364241307478 

Hegde, A. (2024a). Digital Nations and the Future of the Climate Crisis. International journal of 

communication (Online). 

https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CA782226492&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linka

ccess=abs&issn=19328036&p=AONE&sw=w 

Hegde, A. (2024b). Sociotechnical change: tracing flows, languages, and stakes across diverse cases| 

digital nations and the future of the climate crisis. International Journal of Communication. 

https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/21837 

Herath, H., Mittal, M., & Kataria, A. (2024). Navigating the metaverse: A technical review of emerging 

virtual worlds. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews …. https://doi.org/10.1002/widm.1538 

Ho, C. H. (2023). Online communities, identity, and leisure: Why online communities mean so much 

to married women with young children. Journal of Leisure Research. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00222216.2023.2252412 

Hoover, S. M., & Echchaibi, N. (2023). Introduction: Media theory and the third spaces of digital 

religion. The third spaces of digital religion. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003048190-1 

Hotait, N., & Sayed, F. El. (2025). Beyond the hijab: Performing religious identity on TikTok. Social 

Compass. https://doi.org/10.1177/00377686251340897 

Huttayavilaiphan, R. (2024). From local flavor to global fandom: an exploration of the cultural 

presentation and attitudes towards using English by Thai content creators on the TikTok …. In 

Frontiers in Communication. frontiersin.org. https://doi.org/10.3389/fcomm.2024.1453316 

Izadi, D., & Dryden, S. (2024). Woman/life/freedom: The social semiotics behind the 2022 Iranian 

protest movement. In Discourse, Context &Media. Elsevier. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211695824000497 

Jannah, R., & Ayubi, S. Al. (2025). Negotiating Ideal Piety in Digital Age: A Mixed-Methods Study 

on Muslim Cyber Ethics in Indonesia. In Komunike: Jurnal Komunikasi Penyiaran Islam. 

Jati, R. P. (2023). Cultural identity and community media: Empowering the cultural community. In … 

Lecturer in “Media and Identity” Seminar (October 2023 …. researchgate.net. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Rocky-

Jati/publication/374975765_Cultural_Identity_and_Community_Media_Empowering_the_Cultu

ral_Community/links/6539bdc45d51a8012b6f7fcc/Cultural-Identity-and-Community-Media-

Empowering-the-Cultural-Community.pdf 

Jonsson, J. (2024). Exploring the social and spatial role of social media for community 

entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurship &Regional Development. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/08985626.2023.2287696 

Juma, M. J. (2024). Evolving Dynamics of Arabic Language in The Global Era. Journal of English 

Language for Linguistics and …. https://jellls.aliraqia.edu.iq/index.php/jellls/article/view/21 

Kahfi, A., Ardiansyah, M. Y., Umam, M. G., & ... (2025). An Exploratory Study of Roblox Games as 

a Medium for Da’wah and Dissemination Strategies through Social Media. Syiar: Jurnal …. 

http://jurnal.staithawalib.ac.id/index.php/syiar/article/view/794 

Kang, J., & Rhee, H. (2025). Gender identity and perception in virtual spaces: the impact of avatar 

gender transition on the ZEPETO platform. In Frontiers in Virtual Reality. frontiersin.org. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/frvir.2025.1505624 

Kaplan, A., & Haenlein, M. (2024). To Be or Not to Be: Will Virtual Worlds and the Metaverse Gain 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

18 
 

Lasting Traction? California Management Review. https://doi.org/10.1177/00081256241259188 

Khamis, S. (2024). The Paradoxes of Modern Islamic Discourses and Socio-Religious Transformation 

in the Digital Age. In Religions (Vol. 15, Nomor 2, hal. 207). MDPI AG. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/rel15020207 

Kheryadi, K., & Chorbwhan, R. (2025). Muslim Digital Identities in Indonesia and Thailand: Social 

Media, Authority, and Cultural Belonging. Digital Muslim Review. 

http://digitalmuslimreview.or.id/index.php/dmr/article/view/41 

Kianpour, M., Triandafyllidou, A., Allen, T., & ... (2024). Understanding cultural and identity narratives 

in the age of advanced digital technologies. In Unpublished …. torontomu.ca. 

https://www.torontomu.ca/content/dam/cerc-migration/Research/projectbriefs/Understanding-

Cultural-and-Identity-Narratives-in-the-Age-of-Advanced-Digital-Technologies.pdf 

Koad, P., & Dejpawuttikul, T. (2025). The pursuit of history of Thai Peranakan Chinese and their 

translocal identity in the Malay-Thai peninsula. Cogent Arts &Humanities. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2025.2582886 

Korstenbroek, T. (2024). Why we are angry@ them: A virtual ethnographic journey across the empathy 

wall towards deeper understandings of Dutch radical-right anger. In European Journal of Cultural 

and Political Sociology. direct.mit.edu. https://direct.mit.edu/ecps/article/11/4/459/126304 

Krantz, M. J. (2023). … ecosemiotic approach to intermedial entanglements for heathen and pagan folk 

religious community identities and reconstructed traditions through US-centered …. In Tartu: The 

Department of Estonian and …. kultuuriteadused.ut.ee. 

https://kultuuriteadused.ut.ee/sites/default/files/2023-

08/Mikaela_Jo_Krantz_MA_Thesis_2023.pdf 

Kurt, İ. (2024). The role of socialization agents in sociovirtualization: Bridging the gap between virtual 

and real-world interactions. Proceedings of London International Conferences. 

https://londonic.uk/js/index.php/plic/article/view/200 

Kustritz, A. (2023). Identity, community, and sexuality in slash fan fiction: Pocket publics. 

taylorfrancis.com. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003450030 

Lahpan, N. Y. K. (2025). A virtual art festival in West Java; Participatory culture during the pandemic. 

In Wacana, Journal of the Humanities of Indonesia. scholarhub.ui.ac.id. 

https://scholarhub.ui.ac.id/context/wacana/article/1822/viewcontent/05_Neneng_Y.K.L._Vol.26

_No.1_30_Mei.pdf 

Larasati, A. L. (2025). Revealing the Symbolism of Ebeg Banyumas Performing Arts Practices in Social 

Media. In IAS Journal of Localities. researchgate.net. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Anindya-Larasati-

2/publication/394402236_Revealing_the_Symbolism_of_Ebeg_Banyumas_Performing_Arts_Pr

actices_in_Social_Media/links/6895e6118a487c1ea6d94c09/Revealing-the-Symbolism-of-

Ebeg-Banyumas-Performing-Arts-Practices-in-Social-Media.pdf 

Lavdas, A. A., Mehaffy, M. W., & Salingaros, N. A. (2023). AI, the beauty of places, and the metaverse: 

beyond “geometrical fundamentalism.” In Architectural Intelligence. Springer. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s44223-023-00026-z 

LondoñO-Proaño, C. (2025). Cultural Representation in the Music Videos of Tecnocumbia Andina: 

John Valverde Case. 2025 IEEE 5th International Conference …. 

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/11355055/ 

Lontoh, F. O. L., & Wibowo, D. A. (2025). Digital Pentecostalism in Indonesia: Transformation of 

worship and virtual community. HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological …. 

https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v81i1.10592 

Lu, X. (2024). Associating Academic Identity with Language Socialization in Virtual Community: A 

Case Study of a Chinese Graduate Student’s Learning Experiences in …. In The Qualitative 

Report. researchgate.net. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Xiaolong-Lu-

11/publication/377359267_Associating_Academic_Identity_with_Language_Socialization_in_

Virtual_Community_A_Case_Study_of_a_Chinese_Graduate_Student’s_Learning_Experiences

_in_Religion_Studies/links/65a1ab8140ce1c5902da764f/Associating-Academic-Identity-with-

Language-Socialization-in-Virtual-Community-A-Case-Study-of-a-Chinese-Graduate-Students-

Learning-Experiences-in-Religion-Studies.pdf 

Macleroy, V., Anderson, J., & Chung, Y. (2024). Grassroots policymaking in practice: including 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

19 
 

heritage languages in the critical connections project through agency, activism, and alternative 

voices. Current Issues in Language …. https://doi.org/10.1080/14664208.2023.2221151 

Margolis, P. (2023). Virtuality: A theory of digital Judaism (s). Modern Judaism: A Journal of Jewish 

Ideas and …. https://academic.oup.com/mj/article-abstract/43/2/187/7194611 

Marinău, A. R. (2024). Myth, memory, and modernity: The role of cultural heritage in shaping 

contemporary spiritual narratives. Dialogo. https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-

detail?id=1297893 

Martini, M. (2025). Materializing corporate futures: how the EU navigated the Metaverse hype. 

Information, Communication &Society. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2024.2428331 

Martins, H. F. (2023). Game on: notes on language learning potentials through MMORPGs’ social and 

motivational dynamics. European Journal of Language and Culture Studies. https://ej-

lang.org/index.php/ejlang/article/view/110 

Mattes, A., Haselbacher, M., Limacher, K., & ... (2025). Religion and politics of belonging in digital 

times: Youth religiosity in focus. In Frontiers in Political …. frontiersin.org. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpos.2024.1476762 

Matthews, A. K. (2024). Melanesian reimagining: A digital tok stori of Papua New Guinean identity 

on Instagram. AlterNative: An International Journal of …. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/11771801241246732 

Mbalisi, C. N., Mbalisi, C. A., & ... (2025). Wired traditions: Influence of technology on reincarnation 

narratives in digital Igbo-African culture in historical perspective. Kenneth Dike Journal …. 

https://www.nigerianjournalsonline.org/index.php/KDJAS/article/view/974 

Mekheimer, M. A. (2025). Beyond text in the EFL digital landscape exploring power, identity, and 

culture in post-COVID-19 online learning communities. In Discover Education. Springer. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s44217-025-00496-5 

Milan, P. M. (2023). From social bonds to cultural identity. Changing meanings of Na dances in tourism 

context and heritage-making. In Études mongoles et sibériennes …. journals.openedition.org. 

https://journals.openedition.org/emscat/6075 

Mohyeddin, Z. (2024). Cultural identity in a globalized world: Navigating tradition and modernity. 

Frontiers in Humanities and Social Research. http://sprcopen.org/index.php/fhsr/article/view/202 

Mudambi, A., & Harris, L. J. (2024). Feminist relational agency and the cultural contestation of 

heteronormative gender norms in the Indian American diaspora. Women’s studies in 

CommuniCation. https://doi.org/10.1080/07491409.2024.2366175 

Munir, T., Sutrisno, S., & ... (2023). Internet and religion: Digital deities and technoshamanism 

changing our understanding of spirituality. Didache: Jurnal Teologi …. 

https://www.jurnal.moriah.ac.id/index.php/didache/article/view/136 

Nath, S. (2024). Virtuous spaces, virtual places: institutionalizing values on ethical consumerism in the 

Indian toy industry through field-configuring events. In Future Business Journal. Springer. 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s43093-024-00414-5 

Ningrum, L. P., & Abdullah, T. (2025). Negotiating modernization in village tourism amidst efforts to 

preserve traditional culture. Journal of Heritage Tourism. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/1743873X.2025.2515873 

Novianti, W., Noegroho, A., Yamin, M., Lotulung, L. J. H., & ... (2025). Comparative study of the 

utilization of social media by indigenous religious organizations in Indonesia: The cases of 

Paguyuban Budaya Bangsa and Lalang …. In Journal of Intercultural …. immi.se. 

http://www.immi.se/index.php/intercultural/article/view/10.36923.jicc.v25i2.1032 

Nser, K. K., Alhrahsheh, R., Alshalabi, N., Jarrah, H. Y., & ... (2024). Multimodal social network 

analysis: Exploring language, visual, and audio data in online communities. researchgate.net. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Najwa-

Khasawneh/publication/378480625_Multimodal_Social_Network_Analysis_Exploring_Langua

ge_Visual_and_Audio_Data_in_Online_Communities/links/67cacb3a32265243f5835550/Multi

modal-Social-Network-Analysis-Exploring-Language-Visual-and-Audio-Data-in-Online-

Communities.pdf 

Nwagbara, U. U. (2025). Social media pressures on cultural authenticity in traditional Igbo wedding. In 

Discover Global Society. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/s44282-025-00158-9 

O’Leary, E. (2024). Irish dance and identity politics on TikTok. Irish Studies Review. 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

20 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09670882.2024.2339431 

Osisanwo, A., & Akano, R. (2023). Ideological stances in Yoruba nation secessionist discourse in 

Nigerian virtual communities. Language Matters: Studies in the Languages …. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10228195.2023.2212140 

Pallathadka, H., & Roy, P. D. (2025). Hindu Diaspora Communities and Their Religious Practices: A 

Comprehensive Review. In … Journal for Research Trends in Social …. sanatanscholar.in. 

https://sanatanscholar.in/Articles/ijrtssh.vol_.3.issue2_.145.pdf 

Patrick, G. (2023). Religious rituals, pilgrimages, festivals, and media: Exploring the interface. The 

Handbook on Religion and Communication. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119671619.ch25 

Pawar, H. (2025). Global art, culture, and media perspectives. books.google.com. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=3ZlIEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT12&dq=cult

ural+identity+in+virtual+communities+negotiating+tradition+and+modernity+in+online+spaces

&ots=i8aQPyUQmm&sig=jK4Xd9IVAZy3_GTi4cwrvu2SRUY 

Pham, J. M. (2023). Queer space and alternate queer geographies: LBQ women and the search for sexual 

partners at two LGBTQ-friendly US universities. Geographies of Sexualities. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003369424-5 

Phan, H. P., Ngu, B. H., Chen, S. C., & Hsu, C. S. (2025). How cultural beliefs and rituals may help 

alleviate grief and despair: a four-dimensional framework. In Frontiers in Sociology. 

frontiersin.org. https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2025.1620016 

Poddar, A. K. (2024). Impact of global digitalization on traditional cultures. … Journal of 

Interdisciplinary Social and Community …. 

https://search.proquest.com/openview/a5d0582c91fd73ff14887c18fd0a5f50/1?pq-

origsite=gscholar&cbl=5529408 

Promburom, T. (2024). How Facebook has enhanced Thailand’s ethnic women entrepreneurs’ 

community-based homestay tourism development. Thailand and the World Economy. 

https://so05.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/TER/article/view/263915 

Pujiati, P., Lundeto, A., & Trianto, I. (2025). Representing Arab-Indonesian identity: Language and 

cultural narratives on social media. Indonesian Journal of Applied …. 

https://ejournal.upi.edu/index.php/IJAL/article/view/78286 

Rachmad, Y. E. (2025). Social Bond Theory. In United Nations Economic and Social Council. osf.io. 

https://osf.io/download/69c70a04797a623db956e1b7/ 

Rahmah, F. N., Nisok, S. R., Ma’rief, M. I., & Taurus, Z. N. H. (2025). REPRESENTATION OF 

POPULAR ISLAM IN DIGITAL SPACE: RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE IN SUFI 

EXPRESSIONS ON THE INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT “_zukkk.” Al-Qalam. 

https://jurnalalqalam.or.id/index.php/Alqalam/article/view/1625 

Rao, C. S. (2025). Globalization, Identity, and Change: Rethinking Society and Culture. Society and 

Culture: Evolving Perspectives in …. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=aeJhEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA100&dq=cul

tural+identity+in+virtual+communities+negotiating+tradition+and+modernity+in+online+space

s&ots=W5O0kUHok8&sig=B9sBvxlWYES3iaHuGbbrNeibYgs 

Rifqi, P. A. (2025). Men in Crisis: Gender Role Shifts in Urban Indonesian Culture. Kamara Journal. 

https://jurnal-ilcaagam.com/index.php/KJ/article/view/477 

Rothe, D., Boas, I., Farbotko, C., & Kitara, T. (2024). Digital Tuvalu: state sovereignty in a world of 

climate loss. International Affairs. https://academic.oup.com/ia/article-

abstract/100/4/1491/7710472 

Sachan, T., Chhabra, D., & ... (2025). Social capital in online gaming communities: A systematic review 

examining the role of virtual identities. … , behavior, and social …. 

https://doi.org/10.1089/cyber.2024.0375 

Sajarwa, Ma’shumah, N. K., & ... (2023). Identity struggle through the negotiation of cultural identity 

in the translation of French cultural references into Javanese. Cogent Arts & …. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2023.2184448 

Salam-Salmaoui, R., Hassan, S., & ... (2025). Virtual madrasas: Digital governmentality and the 

shaping of Islamic subjectivity in Pakistan. Journal of Media and …. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15348423.2025.2468455 

Salam-Salmaoui, R., Salam, S., & Hassan, S. (2024). Motorcycles, minarets, and mullahs: A 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

21 
 

multimodal critical discourse analysis on Pakistan’s journey to rebrand Islam. In semiotica. 

degruyterbrill.com. https://doi.org/10.1515/sem-2023-0178 

Sang, S. (2024). Digital-induced nostalgia: Homeland tourists’ nostalgic experiences in traditional-

village digital museums. Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1447677024001098 

Saputra, H. S. P., Maslikatin, T., Hariyadi, E., & ... (2025). Reflective–Projective Orality: 

Reconfiguring Using Local Wisdom in the Age of Social Media. In Int. J. Res. Publ …. 

researchgate.net. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Heru-Saputra-

4/publication/401059459_Reflective-

Projective_Orality_Reconfiguring_Using_Local_Wisdom_in_the_Age_of_Social_Media/links/6

99bd6507247bc6473e30915/Reflective-Projective-Orality-Reconfiguring-Using-Local-Wisdom-

in-the-Age-of-Social-Media.pdf 

Seitakhmetova, N., & Zhandossova, S. (2025). The influence of digitalization on religious identity: 

Socio-political context. Eurasian Research Journal. 

https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/erj/article/1631058?issue_id=90311 

Sharma, V. K., Kalapala, K. K., & ... (2023). Using literary texts in developing intercultural competence 

of foreign English language learners in virtual space. Arab World English …. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4534647 

Shmushko, K. (2023). Digital footprints of Buddhism in Chinese-speaking cyberspace: Ethnography, 

developments, and challenges. In Asiascape: Digital Asia. brill.com. 

https://brill.com/view/journals/dias/10/1-2/article-p53_5.xml 

Simoes, A. V. (2023). Street art in Aveiro: City walls as dialogic spaces of collective memories and 

identity. In Societies. mdpi.com. https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4698/13/3/54 

Sirin, S. R., Brauer, S. Z., & Tugberk, R. C. (2024). Reframing adolescent identity: A global perspective 

for the digital age. In Annual Review of …. annualreviews.org. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-

devpsych-010923-101059 

Smailhodzic, E., Fernandes, A., Dube, N., & ... (2025). Navigating tensions between indigeneity and 

social media participation: A case study of the Guarani Community in South America. Information 

systems …. https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12574 

Song, Y., Gilardi, F., & Lam, C. (2024). Building culturally sustainable communities. Community 

museums and transmedia storytelling. Museum Management and Curatorship. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09647775.2023.2209868 

Stepanova, I. S., Nykyporets, S. S., & ... (2024). Exploring the evolving dynamics of axiological 

concepts in the modern linguistic space: a comprehensive scientific analysis. In Publishing House 

“ …. baltijapublishing.lv. 

http://www.baltijapublishing.lv/omp/index.php/bp/catalog/download/393/10749/23369-1 

Stevenson, T. (2023). Virtual Fashion: Digital Representations of Materiality and Time. 

openaccess.wgtn.ac.nz. 

https://openaccess.wgtn.ac.nz/articles/thesis/Virtual_Fashion_Digital_Representations_of_Mater

iality_and_Time/21837039 

Sugiarto, E., & Arif, M. F. (2024). Digital footprints: unpacking cultural identity through english-

language practices on social media. English Review: Journal of English …. 

https://journal.uniku.ac.id/index.php/ERJEE/article/view/10321 

Sun, J., & Chen, J. (2025). Host-Guest Interaction and Cross-Cultural Communication in the Mediatized 

Society. International Journal of Business Anthropology. 

https://search.proquest.com/openview/36f7c0d22898b73c7426a43cabe6d8d0/1?pq-

origsite=gscholar&cbl=536312 

Susilo, T., Mathews, S., Luck, E., Martin, B., & ... (2024). Blurring of boundaries: Consumer self‐

narratives in digital virtual leisure. … Journal of Consumer …. https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.13009 

Syafii, H., Saadiah, N. K., & ... (2025). Cultural Narratives in the Development of Traditional Markets 

as Authentic Tourism Attractions in Yogyakarta. Indonesian Tourism …. 

https://journal.austrodemika.org/index.php/itj/article/view/104 

Takhar, A., Bebek, G., & Jamal, A. (2023). Activists of themselves: Liminality of Instagram and its 

role in the ethnic identity construction processes of third generation British Sikhs to their imagined 

identities. International Journal of Information …. 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

22 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0268401221001602 

Tanaka, K. (2025). Cultural Identity and Globalization: Negotiating Tradition in the Digital Era. 

Journalism, Politics and Society. https://jpolas.com/index.php/JPS/article/view/75 

Terason, S., & Pahasing, B. (2025). Digital nationalism: analyzing the role of sports in Thai identity 

through social media. Cogent Social Sciences. https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2025.2480171 

Teusner, E. (2024). Emerging church bloggers in Australia: prophets, priests and rulers in God’s 

virtual world. research-repository.rmit.edu.au. https://research-

repository.rmit.edu.au/articles/thesis/Emerging_church_bloggers_in_Australia_prophets_priests

_and_rulers_in_God_s_virtual_world/27350820 

Tian, W., & Ge, J. (2025). The womb as battleground: negotiating motherhood and feminism on 

Chinese social media. Feminist Media Studies. https://doi.org/10.1080/14680777.2024.2323653 

Toktarbekova, L., Zhandossova, S., & ... (2025). Kazakh Women’s Visual Religious Identity and 

Islamic Agency on Instagram. Pharos Journal of …. 

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&profile=ehost&scope=site&authtype=craw

ler&jrnl=10189556&AN=186939614&h=PW6naSAD9vB3fcU%2FubMWEOb0VVwz8ohbrIb

1RFtjTOo3Wuy%2Bnw84mxt8LG0WO%2Bnefo9Vv4mQg0hBaOEzwUswvQ%3D%3D&crl=

c 

Uyuni, B., Adnan, M., Hadi, A., Rodhiyana, M., & ... (2025). Virtual Spaces of Islamic Preaching: 

Digital Majelis Taklim and the Changing Role of Women in Indonesia. In Nature …. 

sciepublish.com. https://www.sciepublish.com/article/pii/493 

Varjakoski, H. (2023). Older Women as Active Online Agents: Diversifying Cultural Conceptions of" 

Grannies" through Social Media. In Journal of International Women’s Studies. vc.bridgew.edu. 

https://vc.bridgew.edu/context/jiws/article/2752/viewcontent/16._Varjakoski_Older_Women_as

_Active_Online_Agents__Diversifying_Cultural_Conceptions_of__Grannies__Through_Social

_Media_.pdf 

Wang, C., & Canagarajah, S. (2024). Postdigital ethnography in applied linguistics: Beyond the online 

and offline in language learning. In Research Methods in Applied Linguistics. Elsevier. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S277276612400017X 

Wang, Y., Peng, B., & Tang, X. (2024). Translingual practice as a discursive strategy to shape lifestyle 

and cultural identity. In Humanities and Social Sciences …. nature.com. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-024-04220-w 

Wang, Z. (2025). Pathways to Fostering Cultural Identity and Social. Proceedings of the 2024 4th 

International Conference …. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=ftJSEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA222&dq=cult

ural+identity+in+virtual+communities+negotiating+tradition+and+modernity+in+online+spaces

&ots=dDMaWIZ_ti&sig=p4SYfVI0mLzXDgyzRCv6mFef-0A 

Wimpenny, K., Jacobs, L., Dawson, M., & ... (2024). The potential of collaborative online international 

learning as a border thinking third space for global citizenship education. … Education and Global 

…. https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10195305/ 

Wu, Q., Romero, T., & Semaan, B. (2024). Negotiating Sociotechnical Boundaries: Moderation Work 

to Counter Racist Attacks in Online Communities. Proceedings of the 2024 CHI Conference …. 

https://doi.org/10.1145/3613904.3642688 

Xu, H., Wang, Y., & Ma, J. (2025). A comprehensive review of intercultural communicative 

competence in EFL education and global business. Cogent Education. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2025.2557608 

Yazan, B., Turnbull, J., Uzum, B., & Akayoglu, S. (2023). Neo‐nationalist discourses and teacher 

identity tensions in a telecollaboration for teachers of minoritized language learners in Türkiye. 

Tesol Quarterly. https://doi.org/10.1002/tesq.3245 

Yehia, E. F., & Alkhashil, M. A. A. (2025). The power of digital storytelling in preserving Saudi cultural 

heritage and fostering national identity. Heritage &Society. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/2159032X.2025.2512499 

Yu, M., Guo, Y., Shen, W., & Chen, R. (2025). Cultural affordance and reception: A theoretical 

framework for interactive cross-cultural sense-making in video game environments. Games and 

Culture. https://doi.org/10.1177/15554120251336564 

Zaki, M. S. W., & Zamzami, M. (2025). Negotiating the Sacred: Rajah, Orthodoxy, and the Digital 



Siti Nayla Rahmadani Nasution 1, ⁠Shabrynah Bisry 2, Bustomi Naruki 3 (2026).   
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026 

E-ISSN : 3124-2626 
 

23 
 

Reframing of Islamic Symbol. In Epistemé: Jurnal Pengembangan …. ejournal.uinsatu.ac.id. 

https://ejournal.uinsatu.ac.id/index.php/epis/article/download/11304/3031 

Zaluchu, S. E. (2024). Digital religion, modern society and the construction of digital theology. 

Transformation. https://doi.org/10.1177/02653788231223929 

Zani, B., & Cockel, I. (2024). Living across connectivity: Intimacy, entrepreneurship and activism of 

east Asian migrants online and offline. books.google.com. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=KDQGEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT6&dq=cul

tural+identity+in+virtual+communities+negotiating+tradition+and+modernity+in+online+space

s&ots=cqLlfdxEdO&sig=kl48upLi8Q1pD1fGD_DwqbE8Qns 

Zhang, L. (2025). The digital age of religious communication: The shaping and challenges of religious 

beliefs through social media. Studies on Religion and Philosophy. 

https://srp.cscholar.com/article/view/56 

Zhang, X., & Wang, Y. (2025). Swiping through the stars: exploring identity and intimacy through 

astrology sensemaking on Douyin. new media &society. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448251344588 

Zhong, W., & Wu, W. (2025). Vintage cameras: young people’s nostalgic practices on social media 

and the pursuit of identity in contemporary China. Journal of Youth Studies. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2023.2271847 

Zhou, J., Yang, F. F., Lin, G., & Xie, X. (2023). WeChat business and place identity construction in 

rural China: a case study of Beiqishui village, Zhouzhi county. Technology in Society. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160791X23000441 

 
 


