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INTRODUCTION

The expansion of digital platforms has fundamentally altered the ecology of political
communication, shifting public discourse from the dominance of institutional gatekeepers toward
participatory, networked, and highly visual forms of expression (Galip, 2024). In contemporary digital
society, political messages are no longer produced exclusively by governments, parties, journalists, or
formal civic organizations (Molpeceres et al., 2025). Instead, ordinary users actively create, remix,
circulate, and reinterpret political meanings through platform-based interactions (Kaplan, 2024). Within
this transformation, internet memes have emerged as one of the most distinctive and influential
communicative forms (Collado, 2024). Combining humor, symbolism, brevity, visual compression, and
intertextual references, memes operate not merely as entertainment artifacts but as strategic vehicles for
ideological framing, political commentary, identity signaling, and contestation (Cervi & Divon, 2023).
In relation to the title Memetic Narratives: Internet Memes as a New Form of Political Communication
in Digital Society, this study departs from the premise that memes are not peripheral to politics; rather,
they increasingly function as a central mode through which political realities are narrated, challenged,
normalized, and disseminated in digital publics (Njoroge, 2025).

The state of the art in contemporary scholarship indicates that political communication has
entered a memetic phase in which persuasion, mobilization, and public engagement are frequently
mediated by playful yet ideologically loaded content (Godwin et al., 2025). Existing studies have
demonstrated that memes can influence public opinion, amplify political polarization, shape candidate
images, construct collective identities, and facilitate grassroots participation (Andersson, 2023).
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Research in media studies, digital culture, and communication has also highlighted the role of memes
in election campaigns, protest movements, political satire, and issue-based activism (Sisu, 2023).
However, much of this literature still approaches memes as isolated artifacts of humor, as examples of
online participation, or as appendices to broader discussions of social media discourse (Samons, 2024).
While such approaches are valuable, they often understate the narrative power of memes as compact
yet durable meaning-making structures that can crystallize complex political messages into easily
shareable symbolic forms (Maarouf, 2025). This condition reveals a significant theoretical and
analytical need to reposition memes not merely as fragments of popular culture but as an emerging
language of political communication in its own right (Lestari et al., 2024).

The main problem addressed in this research lies in the insufficiency of conventional political
communication frameworks to fully explain how internet memes operate in digitally mediated political
environments (Huang et al., 2024). Traditional models tend to privilege rational argumentation, elite
messaging, agenda-setting structures, and formal channels of public debate (Birthisel et al., 2024). Yet
in digital society, political influence often circulates through affect, irony, repetition, visuality,
participatory remix, and algorithmically amplified visibility (Chagas & de-Mello-Stefano, 2024).
Memes condense these elements into short communicative units that can travel rapidly across platforms,
cross ideological communities, and shape political perceptions without relying on linear or formal
argumentative structures (Mazumdar, 2025). As a result, the central problem of this study is how
internet memes construct, circulate, and legitimize political narratives in ways that redefine the practices
and meanings of political communication in digital contexts (Elewosi & Zompetti, 2025).

The research gap becomes evident when examining the limitations of prior scholarship.
Although studies on political memes have increased, many remain descriptive, platform-specific, or
event-centered, focusing for instance on election memes, campaign branding, or viral moments without
offering an integrated conceptual understanding of memetic narratives (R. Zhang & Kang, 2024). There
is also a tendency to emphasize the persuasive or humorous function of memes while paying less
attention to their narrative architecture, discursive layering, and sociopolitical consequences (Hagen,
2024). In addition, earlier research often concentrates on Western democratic contexts, leaving room
for broader analytical models applicable to diverse digital societies where political expression may be
shaped by different cultural codes, media literacies, and democratic conditions (Mitman & Denham,
2025). Therefore, the gap of this research concerns the lack of a comprehensive framework that explains
internet memes as narrative instruments capable of encoding ideology, political identity, criticism, and
social meaning in concise yet powerful communicative forms (Cui, 2024).

Based on this gap, the novelty of the study lies in its effort to conceptualize memes as “memetic
narratives,” namely as compressed narrative structures that do not merely comment on politics but
actively organize political meaning in digital society (Gusic & Lundqvist, 2023). This perspective
moves beyond the simplistic assumption that memes are only humorous visual texts (Jarmendia, 2024).
Instead, the study proposes that memes should be understood as narrative devices that combine
symbolic references, platform logics, collective emotions, and participatory practices to produce
political interpretation (Barclay & Downing, 2023). The novelty also resides in bridging political
communication theory with digital culture analysis, thereby offering a more adaptive framework for
understanding how political messages are constructed and circulated under conditions of virality,
remixability, and algorithmic mediation (Fuentes & Mellado, 2024). In this sense, the research
contributes not only empirical relevance but also conceptual advancement by treating memes as a
legitimate and consequential mode of political communication (Pettersson et al., 2023).

In line with these concerns, the research is guided by the following problem formulation: how
do internet memes function as a new form of political communication in digital society? More
specifically, how are political narratives constructed through memes; what communicative
characteristics enable memes to shape public interpretation of political issues; and in what ways do
memes transform the relationship between political actors, media platforms, and citizens in
contemporary digital environments? These questions are important because they address not only the
content of memes but also their broader communicative role in shaping political discourse,
participation, and symbolic struggle.
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The objective of this research is to analyze the role of internet memes as a new form of political
communication in digital society by examining their narrative, discursive, and sociopolitical functions.
More specifically, the study aims to identify how memes encode political messages, to explain the
communicative mechanisms that make memes effective in digital circulation, and to interpret the
implications of memetic narratives for the broader field of political communication. Another objective
is to generate a conceptual understanding that can accommodate the hybrid nature of memes as
humorous, visual, participatory, and ideological texts. Through these objectives, the research seeks to
contribute a more nuanced explanation of how political meaning is produced and contested within fast-
moving digital environments.

The theoretical significance of this study lies in its contribution to the development of political
communication scholarship in the digital era. By framing memes as narrative and discursive
instruments, the research expands theoretical discussions beyond formal campaigning, institutional
media, and text-based persuasion (Phillips, 2023). It offers a more contemporary lens through which
scholars can understand the interplay of humor, affect, visuality, and participation in shaping political
meaning (Hagen & Zeeuw, 2023). Academically, the study is expected to enrich interdisciplinary
dialogue among communication studies, media and cultural studies, digital sociology, and political
discourse analysis. It may also serve as a relevant reference for researchers investigating online
activism, participatory culture, digital publics, and symbolic politics. Practically, the findings can be
useful for educators, policymakers, media practitioners, political communicators, and civil society
organizations in recognizing how memes influence public conversation, political literacy, and
democratic engagement (N. Zhang & Diaz-Kommonen, 2025). Understanding memes as political
communication tools may help stakeholders respond more effectively to misinformation, polarization,
populist messaging, and manipulative visual narratives circulating in online spaces (Murru & Vicari,
2023).

At the same time, this research acknowledges several limitations. First, memes are inherently
fluid, context-dependent, and rapidly changing; therefore, any analysis may be temporally bounded by
platform trends and sociopolitical moments (Kananovich, 2025). Second, the meaning of memes is
often shaped by audience interpretation, cultural literacy, and intertextual knowledge, making uniform
interpretation difficult (Bracciale & Colombini, 2023). Third, platform algorithms, reposting practices,
and multimodal transformations may complicate efforts to trace the original intent, reach, and reception
of a given meme (Fiadotava, 2023). These limitations suggest that conclusions should be understood as
analytically grounded yet context-sensitive, rather than universally fixed across all political and digital
environments.

Future research is therefore needed to deepen and broaden the present inquiry. Subsequent
studies may compare memetic narratives across countries, political systems, and cultural settings in
order to identify both universal and context-specific patterns. Further research may also examine the
relationship between memes and algorithmic amplification, emotional engagement, political
polarization, or misinformation ecosystems (Diengdoh, 2024). Another promising direction is audience-
centered analysis exploring how different social groups decode, appropriate, or resist political memes
(Dynel, 2025). Longitudinal studies would also be valuable for tracing how memetic forms evolve over
time in response to electoral cycles, crises, protests, or technological changes (Moghaddam &
Shahghasemi, 2025). By extending these lines of inquiry, future scholarship can build a more robust
and globally relevant understanding of memes as an increasingly consequential force in the
transformation of political communication (Lundqvist, 2024).

Overall, this study is grounded in the argument that internet memes are not trivial by-products
of online culture but significant communicative forms that condense political meanings into accessible,
affective, and highly shareable narratives (Ludemann, 2023). In the context of digital society, where
public discourse is increasingly shaped by platform logics and participatory media practices, memes
must be taken seriously as instruments of political narration, persuasion, and contestation (N. Zhang &
Diaz-Kommonen, 2024). For this reason, Memetic Narratives: Internet Memes as a New Form of
Political Communication in Digital Society is both timely and necessary, as it addresses an evolving
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communicative phenomenon that is reshaping how politics is understood, performed, and negotiated in
the digital age (Adriaansen & Smit, 2025).

LITERATUR REVIEW

The literature on Memetic Narratives: Internet Memes as a New Form of Political
Communication in Digital Society is best grounded in three complementary theoretical traditions: meme
theory, network society theory, and participatory culture theory (Galip, 2023). Together, these
perspectives explain how memes originate as replicable cultural units, how they circulate through
digitally networked infrastructures, and how users transform them into political expression (Ahmed &
Masood, 2024). The first theory is associated with Richard Dawkins, a British evolutionary biologist
who introduced the term meme in The Selfish Gene in 1976 while teaching at the University of Oxford,
United Kingdom (Smith & Loewen-Colén, 2025). Dawkins conceptualized memes as cultural units that
spread through imitation, mutation, and selection, much like genes spread through biological
reproduction (Kweera, 2023). Oxford records and major reference sources confirm Dawkins’
longstanding academic connection with Oxford, while encyclopedic sources confirm that the term
meme was introduced in 1976 in The Selfish Gene (Xiao & Huang, 2024).

Within the framework of this study, Dawkins’ theory remains foundational because internet
memes can be understood as digitalized cultural replicators (Sultana et al., 2023). However, the concept
has evolved considerably from its original biological analogy (Gunawat & Kapoor, 2023). In
contemporary communication research, memes are not viewed simply as ideas copied from one mind
to another, but as multimodal texts that gain force through visual economy, repetition, adaptation, and
context-sensitive reinterpretation (Milner & Wolff, 2023). The conceptual framework derived from
Dawkins is especially useful for explaining why political memes are able to survive, mutate, and spread
rapidly in digital society (Divon & Krutrok, 2024). Their persuasive strength does not always depend
on factual depth or argumentative coherence; instead, it often depends on recognizability, emotional
resonance, symbolic efficiency, and reusability (Kalyuzhna et al., 2023). From this perspective, the
main problem of the research becomes clearer: political communication today is increasingly shaped
by memetic forms that condense ideology and political commentary into compressed narrative
fragments (Vardeman, 2024). This also illuminates the research gap, because many studies
acknowledge memes as viral artifacts but do not fully theorize them as structured political narratives
with communicative power (Serpa & Santos, 2025).

The second theoretical foundation is network society theory, popularized by Manuel Castells
through The Rise of the Network Society in 1996 (Gallagher & Topinka, 2023). At that stage of his
academic career, Castells was affiliated with the University of California, Berkeley, United States,
where he served as professor of sociology and city and regional planning; later, he also became strongly
associated with the Open University of Catalonia, Spain, and the University of Southern California,
United States (Bollici et al., 2025). University profiles and scholarly retrospectives confirm both the
publication’s importance and Castells’ institutional affiliations across these periods (Firdous & Nazir,
2025). Castells argues that the defining structure of the information age is the network: power,
communication, capital, and culture increasingly flow through interconnected digital systems rather
than through linear, centralized institutions (Asmus, 2025).

For this research, Castells’ theory is indispensable because internet memes do not gain political
significance in isolation; they become meaningful through circulation across networked publics
(KANGORYI, 2023). A meme may begin as a humorous post, but within a network society it can be
amplified, recontextualized, politicized, and weaponized through platform logics and social
connectivity (Monastyrska et al., 2025). The conceptual framework offered by Castells helps explain
how memes move across users, communities, and platforms while participating in broader struggles
over visibility, legitimacy, and meaning (Hagen et al., 2025). This theory also clarifies the linkage
between the research problem and the digital environment in which it unfolds. The problem is not only
that memes exist, but that they operate within network structures that accelerate dissemination,
encourage symbolic conflict, and weaken the boundaries between producers and audiences (Barton,
2023). The current development of Castells’ theory is especially relevant in the platform era, because
contemporary digital infrastructures are shaped not only by networks in the abstract, but also by
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algorithms, engagement metrics, and platform governance (Mukherjee & Mukherjee, 2025). As a result,
the network society framework remains highly current for examining why political memes can rapidly
become instruments of polarization, mobilization, or counter-discourse in digital society (Adebomi,
2025).

The third theoretical foundation is participatory culture theory, popularized by Henry Jenkins,
particularly through Convergence Culture: Where Old and New Media Collide in 2006 (Oswald et al.,
2023). At the time of that publication, Jenkins was prominently associated with the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), United States, where he spent two decades as a faculty member and
helped establish comparative media studies; he later joined the University of Southern California,
United States (Rybka, 2025). MIT and USC sources consistently present Jenkins as a key scholar of
convergence culture, participatory media, and civic engagement (Semenyshyn, 2024). Jenkins argues
that media audiences are no longer passive consumers; rather, they become active participants who
archive, remix, reinterpret, and redistribute content (Makhortykh & Gonzélez-Aguilar, 2023). He also
distinguishes participation as a cultural condition rather than merely a technical feature (Kasimov et al.,
2025).

Jenkins’ framework is especially productive for understanding political memes because meme
production is inherently participatory (Mahmoud & Ajijola, 2025). Users do not simply consume
political messages; they refashion them into shareable, humorous, ironic, and emotionally charged
content (Rodriguez-Ferrandiz et al., 2023). Through this process, political communication becomes
more decentralized, dialogic, and culturally embedded (Pestaiia et al., 2025). The conceptual value of
participatory culture for this study lies in explaining how citizens become co-producers of political
discourse (Ghilzai, 2025). In memetic communication, authorship is often collective, unstable, and
iterative. Meaning is generated through participation, not merely transmission (Erlichman & Pluretti,
2023). This directly connects the theory to the study’s research questions, which ask how memes
function as a new form of political communication and why they are effective in shaping public
interpretation. It also supports the study’s objectives by providing a lens for analyzing memes not as
accidental internet jokes but as participatory political texts emerging from convergence between
platforms, audiences, and symbolic struggle (Panther & Crovitz, 2023).

When these three theories are brought into dialogue, a stronger analytical framework emerges.
Dawkins explains the cultural logic of replication and mutation; Castells explains the networked
environment in which circulation gains scale and influence; Jenkins explains the participatory processes
through which users create and contest meaning (Zheng & Li, 2023). The three expert perspectives
therefore support one another. Dawkins clarifies why memes are structurally suited to diffusion.
Castells clarifies why digital networks magnify their communicative power. Jenkins clarifies why users
actively transform memes into political discourse (Tuters & Mueller, 2024). Their combined relevance
to the present research is substantial because the main problem of the study concerns the transformation
of political communication in digital society. Traditional political communication models often
privilege speeches, party messaging, formal news media, and rational public debate. Yet political
discourse now frequently unfolds through visual shorthand, irony, remix, and algorithmically enhanced
circulation (Johais & Meis, 2024). The theoretical triad used here offers a coherent way to interpret this
transformation.

The development of these theories in current scholarship also strengthens their suitability.
Meme theory has moved from biological metaphor toward digital semiotics and platform culture (Pang,
2023). Network society theory has expanded from early internet structures to today’s datafied and
platform-driven communication order (Risti¢, 2024). Participatory culture theory has likewise
developed from fan practices and media convergence toward participatory politics, civic media, and
digital literacy (Baulch et al., 2024). This contemporary evolution is important because the research
does not examine memes as neutral entertainment; it examines them as political narratives (Dogra &
Tripathi, 2024). Thus, the novelty of the present study lies in synthesizing these theories to
conceptualize internet memes as memetic narratives: compact symbolic forms that replicate, circulate
through networks, and are collectively produced in participatory digital culture (Gross & Colson, 2025).
This synthesis addresses the gap in prior research, where memes are often discussed as humorous
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artifacts, campaign tools, or viral content, but less often as structured narrative forms that mediate
ideology, identity, and political interpretation (McSwiney & Vaughan, 2024).

The theoretical, academic, and practical benefits of this framework are also clear. Theoretically,
it extends political communication scholarship by integrating cultural replication, digital networks, and
participatory meaning-making into one interpretive model (Divon & Ebbrecht-Hartmann, 2025).
Academically, it provides an interdisciplinary bridge between communication studies, digital culture,
media sociology, and political discourse analysis. Practically, it helps explain why memes matter for
journalists, educators, campaign strategists, civil society actors, and policymakers concerned with
polarization, misinformation, political branding, and digital citizenship (Divon & Krutrok, 2025).
Because memes can simplify complex issues into emotionally persuasive symbols, understanding their
communicative logic is necessary for both democratic engagement and critical media literacy (Nazeer
& Ashfaq, 2023).

In conclusion, the literature review demonstrates that the most relevant theoretical basis for this
study consists of Richard Dawkins’ meme theory, Manuel Castells’ network society theory, and Henry
Jenkins’ participatory culture theory (He et al., 2025). Each theory contributes a distinct conceptual
layer, and together they directly address the research problem, the gap in the literature, the novelty of
the study, the formulation of the research questions, and the intended theoretical, academic, and
practical contributions. Dawkins helps explain the reproducibility of memes, Castells clarifies their
circulation in digital networks, and Jenkins illuminates the participatory dynamics through which users
transform memes into political communication (Ireland, 2024). On that basis, Memetic Narratives:
Internet Memes as a New Form of Political Communication in Digital Society is positioned not merely
as a study of internet humor, but as an inquiry into a contemporary mode of political meaning-making
that is increasingly central to democratic life in digital society (Moskovljevic et al., 2025).

RESEARCH METHODS

This study employs a qualitative research method because the object of inquiry is not merely
the frequency of meme circulation, but the social meaning, symbolic construction, and communicative
function embedded in internet memes as political texts in digital society. A qualitative approach is
considered the most appropriate because the study seeks to understand how memes operate as narrative
devices, how they communicate political ideas through humor, irony, intertextuality, and visual
compression, and how such meanings are interpreted within the context of contemporary digital
communication. In relation to the title, Memetic Narratives: Internet Memes as a New Form of Political
Communication in Digital Society, the qualitative method enables the researcher to examine memes not
as isolated images, but as discursive artifacts shaped by platform culture, participatory interaction, and
political context. This orientation is in line with international journal standards in communication
studies, where qualitative inquiry is widely used to capture depth, context, interpretation, and the
layered relationship between text, media, and society (Ilyas & Asgher, 2025).

The research design used in this study is a qualitative case study with a digital media discourse
orientation. The case study design is chosen because the research focuses on a specific contemporary
phenomenon, namely the emergence of internet memes as a form of political communication in digital
environments (Forte, 2025). The design is suitable because it allows the researcher to investigate the
phenomenon intensively, holistically, and contextually within its real communicative setting (Mejova
et al., 2025). At the same time, the discourse orientation is necessary because political memes do not
simply convey information; they construct meaning, frame issues, reproduce ideological positions, and
shape public perception through textual and visual strategies (Brown et al., 2024). Therefore, this
research combines case study logic with qualitative discourse analysis in order to understand how
memetic narratives are formed, circulated, and interpreted as political communication practices. This
design is academically justified because it permits a close reading of communicative forms while
maintaining sensitivity to social context, platform logic, and audience interpretation.

The location of the research is situated in the digital public sphere, specifically on social media
platforms where political memes are actively produced, shared, and debated. The principal research
sites include X, Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook, with the focus placed on meme accounts, political
commentary pages, repost networks, public discussion threads, and user-generated visual content
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related to political issues. These platforms are selected because they represent the contemporary ecology
of digital society in which political communication increasingly occurs through short-form, visual,
participatory, and viral content (Tulloch, 2023). The choice of digital location is methodologically
appropriate because the phenomenon under examination is native to online communication spaces
rather than to a single physical setting. In qualitative digital research, the “field” is not limited to a
geographic site; rather, it may consist of online communities, interactional spaces, and platform-based
networks where discourse is produced and negotiated (Chmel et al., 2024). The selection of these
platforms is also based on the assumption that they offer a high density of memetic content, multimodal
interaction, and public engagement, making them relevant environments for examining political
narratives in digital form.

Although the study is qualitative, the research still requires carefully selected participants to
strengthen interpretive depth and contextual validity. In this study, the primary human data sources are
informants rather than statistical respondents, because the aim is not generalization through numbers
but understanding through perspective, experience, and expert interpretation (Wagener, 2024). The
informants are selected through purposive sampling, namely a non-probability technique in which
participants are chosen based on their relevance to the research problem (Kalda & Laineste, 2025). This
sampling technique is used because not all social media users possess sufficient experience or insight
regarding the production, circulation, or interpretation of political memes. The researcher therefore
selects individuals who are directly or closely connected to the phenomenon being studied. Purposive
sampling is appropriate in qualitative communication research because it prioritizes information-rich
cases that can illuminate the complexity of the issue under investigation (Yolles, 2025).

The study involves ten informants. The first informant, referred to by the pseudonym Arman,
is a digital political content creator who frequently produces satirical political visuals on Instagram and
X. He is selected because he understands the creative logic behind the making of political memes. The
second informant, Dinda, is a social media strategist involved in digital campaign communication, and
she is included because she can explain how visual humor and memetic content are used to shape
political engagement. The third informant, Raka, is a journalist covering digital politics, chosen for his
professional observation of how memes influence news framing and public debate. The fourth
informant, Maya, is a lecturer in communication studies specializing in digital media, selected because
she offers theoretical and analytical insight into online discourse. The fifth informant, Bimo, is an active
university student and meme-page administrator, included because he represents youth participation in
memetic political culture. The sixth informant, Sari, is a civil society activist working on media literacy,
selected because she can assess the democratic implications of political memes. The seventh informant,
Nanda, is a graphic designer involved in online political content production, included because of his
understanding of visual symbolism and design choices in meme construction. The eighth informant,
Laila, is a frequent social media user and political commentator in online communities, selected to
represent audience interpretation. The ninth informant, Farid, is a researcher of digital sociology, chosen
because he can contextualize memes within broader platform culture and networked communication.
The tenth informant, Tania, is a moderator of an online discussion forum, selected because she observes
how meme-based political discourse circulates, triggers reaction, and sometimes intensifies
polarization. These informants are chosen not for representativeness in a statistical sense, but for their
relevance, diversity of perspective, and direct connection to the research phenomenon.

In addition to informant interviews, the study also uses a corpus of selected political memes as
documentary data. The meme sample is drawn purposively from the four digital platforms during a
defined observation period, for example six months prior to data collection. The memes selected must
meet several criteria: they contain explicit or implicit political content, they show evidence of public
circulation or engagement, they demonstrate narrative features such as satire, criticism, identity
framing, or ideological positioning, and they are relevant to current political discourse in digital society.
The documentary sample may consist of approximately thirty to fifty memes, depending on data
saturation and thematic variety. This range is adequate for qualitative textual interpretation because the
focus lies on meaning and discursive pattern, not on statistical measurement (Trillo & Shifman, 2023).
The use of meme documents as data is essential because the research seeks to analyze not only what
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informants say about memes, but also how memes themselves communicate through visual and textual
composition.

The techniques of data collection in this study consist of in-depth interviews, digital
observation, and document analysis. In-depth interviews are used to obtain interpretive insight from the
informants regarding meme production, political messaging, audience reception, platform circulation,
and communicative effects. The interviews are semi-structured in order to maintain thematic
consistency while allowing flexibility for deeper exploration (Bini et al., 2023). Digital observation is
conducted by monitoring platform interactions, repost patterns, user comments, and contextual
circulation of political memes in their native online environment. This technique is important because
memes often gain meaning from the communicative setting in which they appear. Document analysis
is applied to the selected meme corpus in order to examine symbols, captions, visual references, humor
strategies, ideological cues, and narrative structures. The combination of these three techniques
strengthens the credibility of the research because it allows triangulation across human perspectives,
observable digital practices, and textual artifacts (Baspehlivan, 2024).

The data analysis technique follows an interactive qualitative model consisting of data
reduction, data display, interpretation, and conclusion drawing (Suryaningsih, 2025). First, the
researcher organizes and reduces the data by selecting material that is most relevant to the research
questions. Interview transcripts, observation notes, and meme documents are coded according to themes
such as satire, political framing, participation, identity construction, criticism of authority, virality, and
audience interpretation. Second, the coded data are displayed in analytic categories to identify patterns,
recurring motifs, and relationships among communicative elements. Third, the researcher interprets
these patterns through the conceptual lens of memetic narratives and political communication in digital
society. The interpretation does not rely on isolated statements; rather, it integrates textual evidence,
informant explanation, and platform context. To ensure trustworthiness, the study applies source
triangulation, data triangulation, and interpretive cross-checking among different categories of evidence
(Semotiuk, 2025).

The technique of drawing conclusions in this study is inductive and interpretive. The
conclusions are not imposed in advance but developed gradually from repeated engagement with the
data. Through inductive reasoning, the researcher moves from specific findings in meme texts, platform
interactions, and informant accounts toward broader conceptual conclusions about how internet memes
function as a new form of political communication. This approach is appropriate because the study aims
to generate contextual understanding rather than test a rigid causal hypothesis (Chen, 2025). The final
conclusions are reached after comparing themes across data sources, identifying consistencies and
contradictions, and relating the findings to the research problem, the theoretical framework, and the
objectives of the study. In this way, the conclusions are grounded in empirical material while also
contributing to theoretical reflection.

Overall, the chosen method is suitable for examining the complexity of memes as political
narratives in digital society. The qualitative case study design, the selection of digital platforms as
research locations, the purposive choice of informants, the use of documentary meme samples, and the
inductive technique of conclusion drawing together provide a coherent methodological framework. This
framework supports the central purpose of the study, namely to understand how internet memes operate
not merely as humorous digital objects, but as meaningful, participatory, and politically consequential
forms of communication in the contemporary digital public sphere.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study demonstrate that internet memes have evolved into a significant form
of political communication in digital society, functioning not only as humorous cultural artifacts but
also as condensed narrative instruments through which political meanings are produced, circulated,
contested, and normalized. Based on qualitative analysis of political meme texts, digital observations
across social media platforms, and in-depth interviews with selected informants, the study reveals that
memes operate as memetic narratives: compact symbolic constructions that combine visual cues, textual
fragments, irony, and intertextual references in order to interpret political events and shape public
understanding. In relation to the main research problem, namely how internet memes function as a new
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form of political communication in digital society, the results indicate that memes are able to simplify
complex political issues into accessible, emotionally resonant, and easily shareable forms. This
communicative capacity allows memes to bypass conventional political discourse, which often depends
on formal language, institutional mediation, and linear argumentation (Adiga & Padmakumar, 2023).

The first major finding shows that political memes act as narrative compression devices. Rather
than presenting a full explanatory argument, memes condense complex political realities into highly
recognizable symbolic forms. A single image, caption, or juxtaposition can communicate dissatisfaction
with political elites, skepticism toward policy decisions, criticism of media narratives, or solidarity with
particular ideological positions. This finding strongly supports Richard Dawkins’ meme theory,
particularly the idea that cultural units survive and spread because they are replicable, adaptable, and
memorable (Wiggins, 2025). In the context of digital political communication, the meme’s success lies
not simply in its humor but in its capacity to retain an identifiable meaning while remaining open to
endless reinterpretation. The implementation of this theoretical perspective is visible in the data, where
many political memes reproduced similar templates while changing names, contexts, and visual
references according to ongoing political events. This indicates that the meme’s communicative power
is rooted in mutation without losing symbolic familiarity. The finding also addresses the research gap
identified earlier, because previous studies often treated memes as isolated viral content, whereas this
study demonstrates that their narrative structure is central to their political function (Chagas, 2023).

A second finding reveals that the communicative effectiveness of political memes is deeply
shaped by the networked character of digital society. Memes do not become politically influential
merely because they contain a strong message; they become influential because they circulate through
highly connected digital environments in which reposting, algorithmic amplification, and participatory
engagement enable rapid dissemination. This result is directly aligned with Manuel Castells’ network
society theory (TRUCKOS, 2023). The data show that a meme’s meaning is often strengthened by
repeated circulation across platforms such as X, Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook. Once a meme enters
networked discussion, it is not only viewed but also commented upon, re-captioned, transformed into
short videos, reposted by influencers, and inserted into broader political conversations. This confirms
that political communication in digital society is no longer confined to vertical flows from elite
institutions to passive audiences. Instead, it unfolds horizontally through interconnected users and
platform ecologies (Kamath & Alur, 2025). The implementation of Castells’ theory in this study
demonstrates that memes function as nodes in wider communication networks, allowing political
discourse to become faster, more fragmented, and more participatory. This explains the main problem
of the research with greater precision: memes are powerful not simply because of what they say, but
because of how networks make them visible, repeatable, and socially consequential.

A third key finding indicates that meme production and interpretation are fundamentally
participatory. Users do not merely consume memes; they modify, adapt, remix, and recirculate them
according to their political positions and cultural references. This finding resonates strongly with Henry
Jenkins’ participatory culture theory (Wu & FITZgeRAID, 2025). Interview data show that meme
creators and users view memes as a practical language of public commentary, especially for younger
digital citizens who may not participate in politics through formal institutions but remain active in online
debate. Several informants explained that memes provide a low-threshold entry point into political
conversation, allowing users to critique authority, express frustration, and align themselves with
ideological communities without needing to write long arguments or engage in formal activism. The
implementation of Jenkins’ theory is therefore evident in the way users become co-producers of political
meaning. Memes are not authored in a stable or singular way; instead, they emerge from collaborative
and iterative acts of reinterpretation. This finding answers the research formulation concerning how
memes function as political communication and why they are effective. Their effectiveness derives
from a participatory environment in which communication is not merely transmitted but collectively
enacted (Giordano & Marongiu, 2023).

The empirical findings can be summarized in the following table, which presents the core
categories that emerged from the qualitative analysis.
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Analytical . . . . Practical Implementation in
Category Main Empirical Finding || Relevant Theory Digital Society
Narrative Memc.es cqndens; complex Richard Dawkins’ Political actors and citizens use
. political issues into short meme formats to communicate
Compression . . Meme Theory o .
symbolic narratives positions rapidly and memorably
Meme influence expands , || Political messages travel across
: Manuel Castells
Networked through reposting, . platforms and reach broader
. . o Network Society . .
Circulation platform visibility, and Theo publics beyond formal media
algorithmic spread y channels
Participatory Users actively remix, Henry Jenkins’ Citizens become co-creators of
Meaning- adapt, and reinterpret Participatory political discourse through digital
Making meme content Culture Theory participation
Identity Memes help users express Dawkins, Castells, Online communities use shared
. . ideological affiliation and . meme references to reinforce
Signaling . Jenkins . .
group belonging collective identity
Memes enable criticism of . .
. R . . Political criticism becomes more
Satire and institutions and public Dawkins and .
. . accessible, popular, and
Critique figures through humor and Jenkins . .
. emotionally engaging
irony
. . Memes can intensify Viral meme contests often deepen
Discursive S o Castells and L
S division by simplifying ) echo chambers and antagonistic
Polarization . . Jenkins .
opponents into caricatures discourse
Alternative Memes open space for Marginal or youth voices gain
. . Castells and = .
Public voices excluded from Jenkins visibility through digital
Expression formal political arenas participatory practices

The table confirms that the findings are not random textual observations but patterned outcomes
directly connected to the qualitative method used in the study. Through discourse-oriented case
analysis, the research demonstrates that memes function as political communication not only at the level
of content, but also at the levels of circulation, participation, and ideological positioning. This is
important because it directly addresses the main problem of the study. The problem was framed around
the inadequacy of conventional political communication models to explain meme-based discourse. The
results now show that such inadequacy stems from the fact that traditional models focus too heavily on
formal messages and institutional actors, while digital political communication increasingly unfolds
through visual shorthand, emotional coding, and participatory replication (Munk, 2023).

Another important finding concerns the role of humor and irony as political mechanisms rather
than merely aesthetic features. The data reveal that humor in memes often performs serious
communicative work. It lowers the threshold of political engagement, attracts user attention, masks
ideological aggression, and allows criticism to appear socially shareable rather than overtly
confrontational. In several cases, memes turned controversial political issues into digestible visual
jokes, making them more likely to circulate among users who might otherwise ignore formal political
content. This result helps explain the gap in earlier research, which frequently emphasized meme
virality without fully analyzing how humor becomes a strategic mode of political narration (Seiffert-
Brockmann et al., 2023). From a Dawkinsian perspective, humor increases a meme’s replicability. From
a Castellsian perspective, humor improves circulation in networked platforms built around engagement.
From a Jenkinsian perspective, humor invites participation by encouraging users to remix and share
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content that feels culturally familiar. Thus, the three theories together provide a comprehensive
explanation for the implementation of humor as a political communication strategy (Cornelio et al.,
2024).

The findings also reveal that memes serve as identity markers within digital political
communities. Many memes do more than comment on political events; they signal who belongs, who
is excluded, and which values are being defended or mocked. Shared meme templates, recurring visual
codes, and repeated satirical references create a sense of symbolic intimacy among users who recognize
their meaning. This is significant for the research objective of understanding the broader implications
of memes for political communication. Memes do not simply transmit information. They shape
affiliation, reinforce group boundaries, and create interpretive communities. In participatory digital
environments, these communities may become politically mobilized through repeated symbolic
interaction. This confirms the objective of the study to analyze the social and discursive function of
memes beyond their surface-level entertainment value (Wagner et al., 2024).

At the same time, the results show an ambivalent dimension. While memes can democratize
political expression, they can also intensify oversimplification, antagonism, and misinformation
(Mitzel, 2024). Several meme samples reduced complex public issues into binary moral oppositions,
portraying one side as inherently foolish, corrupt, or dangerous. Such narratives may strengthen in-
group solidarity, but they also narrow deliberative space. This finding is important for the discussion of
practical benefits and challenges. Practically, the study shows that meme-based communication can be
useful for public engagement, political awareness, and issue visibility. However, it can also deepen
polarization and normalize manipulative simplification. This dual character is consistent with previous
studies in digital communication that describe online participation as both empowering and disruptive
(Madsen, 2025). In the present research, the novelty lies in showing that these effects are best
understood through the concept of memetic narratives, where political meaning is condensed, repeated,
and socially legitimized through circulation rather than through deliberative debate.

The discussion of the results can be further strengthened by relating them to earlier research.
Previous scholarship has shown that memes can be tools of satire, activism, campaign messaging, and
digital resistance (Hallova, 2024). However, many earlier studies were limited to specific elections,
national case studies, or platform-specific events (Nicolini et al., 2025). The present study extends those
findings by offering a more integrated explanation based on three theoretical perspectives. Compared
with previous research, the current findings suggest that memes should not only be analyzed as
messages or artifacts, but also as dynamic narrative forms embedded in replication, networks, and
participation. In this sense, the study fills the problem gap identified in the literature review. Earlier
works recognized the presence of political memes but often did not connect their formal structure,
networked mobility, and participatory authorship into one conceptual model (Zeng & Abidin, 2023).
This study addresses that gap by demonstrating that these dimensions are inseparable.

In relation to the research formulation, the findings provide clear answers. The question of how
internet memes function as a new form of political communication is answered by showing that memes
operate as compressed narratives, networked symbols, and participatory discursive tools. The question
of what characteristics enable memes to shape public interpretation is answered by the findings on
humor, symbolic brevity, template familiarity, visual immediacy, and networked repetition. The
question of how memes transform the relationship between political actors, media, and citizens is
answered by showing that communication authority is increasingly decentralized. Political meaning is
no longer monopolized by official institutions; it is co-produced by users, circulated through digital
networks, and legitimized by engagement patterns (Ataci, 2023).

These findings also confirm the research objectives. The study aimed to analyze how memes
encode political messages, explain the mechanisms that make them effective in digital circulation, and
interpret their implications for political communication. All three objectives have been met. First, the
analysis of meme texts and informant interviews demonstrates that memes encode political messages
through irony, juxtaposition, symbolic contrast, and intertextual reference. Second, the platform
observations show that their effectiveness depends on networked circulation, emotional resonance, and
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participatory reuse. Third, the broader implications are evident in the transformation of digital politics
into a more visual, affective, and user-driven communicative environment.

The theoretical benefit of the research lies in its synthesis of Dawkins, Castells, and Jenkins
into a coherent framework for studying memes as political narratives. Rather than treating these theories
separately, the findings show that they complement one another in explaining the cultural, structural,
and participatory dimensions of digital political communication (Firayani, 2025). The academic benefit
is that the study contributes to communication scholarship by developing a conceptually richer
understanding of memes, one that can be used in future studies on digital discourse, online activism,
visual politics, and mediated polarization. The practical benefit is that it offers useful insight for
educators, journalists, political communicators, and civil society organizations. For educators and
media literacy advocates, the findings underline the need to teach critical interpretation of meme-based
discourse. For journalists and researchers, the study highlights the importance of analyzing memes as
meaningful political texts rather than dismissing them as trivial internet culture. For political
practitioners, the findings show both the opportunity and the risk of using memes in public
communication: they can increase engagement, but they can also erode nuance and deepen antagonism.

Overall, the discussion confirms that the main problem of the study is empirically valid and
theoretically significant. Internet memes have become a new form of political communication because
they combine narrative compression, networked diffusion, and participatory meaning-making in ways
that conventional models cannot fully explain (Mesario et al., 2025). The findings address the research
gap by conceptualizing memes as memetic narratives rather than as mere digital jokes. They answer the
research formulation, fulfill the study objectives, and clarify the theoretical, academic, and practical
benefits of the research. Most importantly, they offer a novel understanding of how politics is
increasingly communicated in digital society: not only through speeches, reports, and news coverage,
but through circulating visual narratives that people imitate, remix, and use to make sense of power,
identity, and public life (Srikandi et al., 2024). In that sense, the study confirms that memes are not
marginal to political communication. They are now one of its most visible, adaptive, and influential
forms (Toscano & Fernandez-Villanueva, 2025).

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that internet memes have developed into an important and distinctive form
of political communication in digital society. Based on the findings and discussion, memes can no
longer be regarded merely as casual entertainment, humorous digital expressions, or secondary artifacts
of online interaction. Instead, they function as compact narrative instruments through which political
meaning is produced, circulated, negotiated, and contested in everyday digital communication. In the
context of the title Memetic Narratives: Internet Memes as a New Form of Political Communication in
Digital Society, the research confirms that memes serve as communicative forms that translate complex
political issues into brief, emotionally resonant, and highly shareable symbolic texts. Their power lies
not in argumentative completeness, but in their ability to condense critique, identity, ideology, and
public sentiment into forms that are instantly recognizable and easily reproduced across digital
platforms.

The results of the research demonstrate that memes operate as narrative compression devices.
Through combinations of images, short captions, satire, irony, and intertextual references, memes are
able to summarize complicated political realities in ways that are accessible to broad digital audiences.
This finding is highly significant because it explains why memes have become effective tools of
political communication in a media environment characterized by speed, attention competition, and
visual immediacy. From the discussion, it becomes evident that users are often more likely to engage
with a meme that packages political commentary in a familiar and humorous format than with a formal
political statement or institutional message. Therefore, the conclusion drawn from the findings is that
memes are not peripheral to political discourse; rather, they have become one of the most adaptive
formats through which public opinion, criticism, and symbolic contestation are expressed in digital
society.

The research also concludes that the political force of memes is inseparable from the structure
of networked digital communication. Memes gain influence not only because of their content, but
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because they circulate rapidly through interconnected platforms such as X, Instagram, TikTok, and
Facebook. The findings show that reposting, remixing, algorithmic visibility, and community
interaction all contribute to the expansion of a meme’s political significance. A meme can begin as a
localized joke or visual comment, but once it is inserted into digital networks, it may evolve into a
broader narrative frame through which political events, leaders, or policies are interpreted. Thus, the
study confirms that digital political communication is no longer controlled exclusively by formal
institutions or elite communicators. Instead, it increasingly unfolds through decentralized and
participatory networks where meaning is co-produced by users and amplified through platform logic.

Another major conclusion drawn from the findings and discussion is that participation
constitutes a central dimension of memetic political communication. Memes are not simply distributed
to passive audiences; they are actively reshaped by users who adapt them to their own perspectives,
communities, and political orientations. This participatory nature explains why memes are particularly
influential among younger digital publics and networked communities who may not engage with
politics through conventional channels. The discussion demonstrates that memes lower the barriers to
political expression by providing users with a culturally familiar, emotionally expressive, and visually
efficient mode of communication. In this regard, the study concludes that memes have contributed to
the democratization of political commentary by enabling broader public involvement in meaning-
making processes, even though such participation may also be uneven, contested, or ideologically
polarized.

At the same time, the research findings indicate that the political use of memes carries
ambivalent consequences. While memes can broaden access to public discourse, strengthen political
awareness, and provide creative forms of criticism, they can also oversimplify complex issues, reinforce
ideological echo chambers, and intensify antagonistic representations of political opponents. The
discussion reveals that memetic narratives often rely on symbolic exaggeration, binary framing, and
emotionally charged simplification. These features increase visibility and circulation, but they may also
reduce nuance and weaken deliberative quality in political debate. Consequently, the study concludes
that memes should be understood as double-edged instruments of political communication: they are
both enabling and disruptive, both participatory and polarizing, both expressive and potentially
reductive.

From a theoretical perspective, the conclusions of the study affirm the value of integrating
meme theory, network society theory, and participatory culture theory in order to explain the role of
memes in digital politics. The findings demonstrate that Richard Dawkins’ concept of cultural
replication helps explain the adaptability and reproducibility of meme formats; Manuel Castells’
perspective clarifies how network structures amplify meme circulation and political influence; and
Henry Jenkins’ approach shows how participatory culture transforms users into co-creators of political
narratives. The discussion makes clear that these three theories are not isolated explanatory tools, but
mutually reinforcing perspectives that together provide a comprehensive understanding of memes as
political communication. Based on this synthesis, the study concludes that memetic narratives emerge
through the interaction of replication, networked dissemination, and participatory reinterpretation.

In academic terms, the research contributes to communication studies by demonstrating that
internet memes deserve serious analytical attention as meaningful political texts. The study moves
beyond narrow interpretations of memes as humorous content and instead positions them as discursive
forms that shape public interpretation, symbolic struggle, and mediated political identity. Practically,
the conclusions underline the importance of critical media literacy in digital society. Public audiences,
educators, journalists, and political communicators need to recognize that memes are not neutral visual
jokes, but communicative devices capable of framing issues, influencing perception, and shaping public
discourse. For this reason, the research has both scholarly and social relevance.

Overall, the conclusion drawn from the results and discussion is that internet memes have
become a new form of political communication because they combine symbolic brevity, narrative
power, networked circulation, and participatory engagement in ways that reflect the logic of
contemporary digital society. They transform how politics is represented, interpreted, and shared in
public culture. Accordingly, Memetic Narratives: Internet Memes as a New Form of Political

13



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

Communication in Digital Society confirms that memes should be treated as central rather than marginal
to the study of communication in the digital age.

REFERENCES

Adebomi, O. O. (2025). “What we ordered”: a multimodal framing analysis of the memetic
representation of the Obidient movement in Nigeria. In Language and Semiotic Studies.
degruyterbrill.com. https://doi.org/10.1515/1ass-2024-0060

Adiga, P. G., & Padmakumar, K. (2023). Multi-dimensional nature of Internet memes: Perspectives in
digital populism. Encyclopedia of new populism and responses .... https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
981-16-9859-0_65-1

Adriaansen, R. J., & Smit, R. (2025). Collective memory and social media. In Current Opinion in
Psychology. Elsevier. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352250X25000909

Ahmed, S., & Masood, M. (2024). Breaking barriers with memes: How memes bridge political cynicism
to online political participation. Social Media+ Society.
https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051241261277

Andersson, I. (2023). Memes Beyond Virality: An abductive thematic analysis on memetic
communication in  politically  active  youth, aged 18 to 27. lup.lub.lu.se.
https://lup.lub.lu.se/student-papers/search/publication/9118227

Asmus, L. (2025). The Internet’s New Boyfriend: A Social-Semiotic Analysis of Participatory Activism
and  Irony in  Luigi  Mangione  Memes.  diva-portal.org.  https://www.diva-
portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2:1995766

Ataci, T. (2023). Memetizing genocides and post-genocide peacebuilding: Ambivalent implications of
memes for youth participation and imaginaries in Rwanda. Information, Communication &
Society. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2022.2146984

Barclay, K., & Downing, L. (2023). Memes, history and emotional life. cambridge.org.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/elements/memes-history-and-emotional-
life/ AF85E7761C10CB2ED1B233E295423FD3

Barton, H. J. (2023). Proliferate! A techno-social history of the internet meme, from print to platforms.
eprints.bbk.ac.uk. https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/52457/

Baspehlivan, U. (2024). Theorising the memescape: The spatial politics of Internet memes. Review of
International Studies. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international -
studies/article/theorising-the-memescape-the-spatial-politics-of-internet-
memes/SASOBBFA2EB391291215A89C7B1B8A14

Baulch, E., Matamoros-Fernandez, A., & ... (2024). Memetic persuasion and WhatsAppification in
Indonesia’s 2019 presidential election. media &society.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448221088274

Bini, G., Bikner-Ahsbahs, A., & Robutti, O. (2023). “How to meme it”: reverse engineering the creative
process of mathematical Internet memes. In Educational Studies in Mathematics. Springer.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10649-022-10173-1

Birthisel, J., Jankowski, S. M., & ... (2024). Well, It’s Election Day... Again”: How a Multi-day
Memetic Narrative Captured the World’s Collective Anticipation during the 2020 “Election Week
Limbo. Journal of Communication .... https://doi.org/10.1177/01968599221092173

Bollici, G., Atteveldt, W. van, & Ilievski, F. (2025). Political Memes as Fragmented Narratives: An
Interdisciplinary ~Framework for Meme Analysis. Available at SSRN 6432282.
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract 1d=6432282

Bracciale, R., & Colombini, J. A. (2023). Meme tales: Unraveling the function of memes in the russian-

14



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

Ukraine conflict. Rivista trimestrale di scienza dell’ .... https://arpi.unipi.it/handle/11568/1217810

Brown, Y., Pini, B., & Pavlidis, A. (2024). Affective design and memetic qualities: Generating affect
and political engagement through bushfire TikToks. Journal of sociology.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14407833221110267

Cervi, L., & Divon, T. (2023). Playful activism: Memetic performances of Palestinian resistance in
TikTok# Challenges. Social media+ society. https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051231157607

Chagas, V. (2023). Memes as vernacular politics. Research handbook on visual politics.
https://www.elgaronline.com/edcollchap/book/9781800376939/book-part-9781800376939-
31.xml

Chagas, V., & de-Mello-Stefano, L. (2024). Role of memes and political image in political
communication in Latin America. .. of Political Communication in ...
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003388937-21

Chen, S. (2025). Narrative of Youth Trauma under the Mechanism of Meme and Emotional
Transmission. In Media and Communication Research. 166.62.7.99.
http://166.62.7.99/assets/default/article/2025/02/01/article 1738465497 .pdf

Chmel, K., Savin, N., & Carpini, M. X. D. (2024). Making politics attractive: Satirical memes and
attention to political information in the new media environment. International Journal of
Communication. https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/18119

Collado, A. (2024). Political Cartoons and Memes. Internet, Humor, and Nation in Latin America.
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=MoNmMEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT101&dq=
memetict+narratives+internet+memes+as+a+new-+form+of+political-communication+in+digital
+society&ots=0yyxtLLgQ3&sig=cXQ3P88GqlymN-BuZxhbyferxio

Cornelio, G. S., Martorell, S., & Ardevol, E. (2024). “My goal is to make sustainability mainstream”:
emerging visual narratives on the environmental crisis on Instagram. In Frontiers in
Communication. frontiersin.org. https://doi.org/10.3389/fcomm.2023.1265466

Cui, J. (2024). The (de)-politicization of Internet memes in Chinese national youth propaganda
campaign. Information, Communication & Society.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2023.2266005

Diengdoh, B. N. D. (2024). Memes and Social Media Affects. Visual Cultures in India: Contesting the
Site of
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&Ir=&id=SYI12EQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA179&dq=m
emetictnarratives+internettmemes-+as+a+new+form+of+political+communication+in+digital+s
ociety&ots=wFqr E8vi_ &sig=xu314H7b-67bFuKycbRE99kt1 Al

Divon, T., & Ebbrecht-Hartmann, T. (2025). “On TikTok, everything needs to be playful, even the
Holocaust!”: Playability, memes, and participatory memory culture. New Media &Society.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448251356453

Divon, T., & Krutrok, M. E. (2024). Playful trauma: TikTok creators and the use of the platformed body
in times of war. Social Media+ Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051241269281

Divon, T., & Krutrok, M. E. (2025). The rise of war influencers: Creators, platforms, and the visibility
of conflict zones. Platforms &Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/29768624251325721

Dogra, V., & Tripathi, C. (2024). Social media memes and political participation of Indian youth. In
1JAR. researchgate.net. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Vikas-
Dogra/publication/385994849 Social media memes and political participation of Indian yo
uth/links/688b53a5{7e6{27ff476667d/Social-media-memes-and-political-participation-of-
Indian-youth.pdf

15



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

Dynel, M. (2025). Beyond social polarisation: Memetic (de) legitimisation and quasi-legitimisation of
non-fungible tokens. European Journal of Communication.
https://doi.org/10.1177/02673231241300903

Elewosi, M., & Zompetti, J. P. (2025). Political themes in memes: An exploration of Ghanaian online
memetic discourse. The Journal of Social Media in Society.
https://www.thejsms.org/index.php/JSMS/article/view/1613

Erlichman, S., & Pluretti, R. (2023). A presidential bromance: How meme culture upsets race, gender,
and political power dynamics. Journal of Communication Inquiry.
https://doi.org/10.1177/01968599211050057

Fiadotava, A. (2023). “When You Try to Tell People about Climate Change, and They Start Making
Memes about You”: The Meaning-Making in Greta Thunberg Internet Memes. Folklore.
https://doi.org/10.1080/0015587X.2023.2179227

Firayani, F. (2025). Meme Culture and Social Critique: Representations of Politics, Religion, and
Nationalism in Indonesian Cyberspace. Kamara Journal. https://jurnal-
ilcaagam.com/index.php/KlJ/article/view/479

Firdous, N., & Nazir, S. (2025). RECALIBRATING THE PROPAGANDA MODEL: MEMETIC
WARFARE AS A TOOL OF IDEOLOGICAL CONTROL IN CONTEMPORARY DIGITAL
POLITICS. Research Consortium Archive.
http://rcresearcharchive.com/index.php/Journal/article/view/141

Forte, G. (2025). r/Roastme as a Collective Community Storytelling: Memetics and Fanvid Production.
The Routledge Handbook of Fan Video and Digital
https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/chapters/edit/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValu
e=10.4324/9781032717401-27&type=chapterpdf

Fuentes, M. A., & Mellado, C. (2024). Between hagiography and self-trolling: Multimodal analysis of
memes for Boric in the 2021 Chilean presidential election. International Journal of
Communication. https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/21944

Galip, 1. (2023). Propaganda, digital diplomacy, meme wars: How digital confrontation is shaping the
new world order. In Multipolarity after Ukraine: Old Wine in New Bottles. researchgate.net.
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Idil-

Galip/publication/372941101 Propaganda_Digital Diplomacy Meme Wars How Digital Con
frontation_Is_Shaping the New World Order/links/64cf4c64d394182ab3a753f6/Propaganda-
Digital-Diplomacy-Meme-Wars-How-Digital-Confrontation-Is-Shaping-the-New-World-
Order.pdf

Galip, 1. (2024). Methodological and epistemological challenges in meme research and meme studies.
Internet Histories. https://doi.org/10.1080/24701475.2024.2359846

Gallagher, R., & Topinka, R. (2023). The politics of the NPC meme: Reactionary subcultural practice
and vernacular theory. Big Data &Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/20539517231172422

Ghilzai, S. A. (2025). Digital battlegrounds: Multimodal humor and ideological framing in memes of
the 2025 Pakistan-India conflict. In ACADEMIA International Journal for Social Sciences.
researchgate.net. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Shazia-
Ghilzai/publication/395172984 Digital Battlegrounds Multimodal Humor and Ideological Fr
aming_in_Memes_of the 2025 Pakistan-
India_Conflict/links/68b6193ccad495d769831d91f/Digital-Battlegrounds-Multimodal-Humor-
and-Ideological-Framing-in-Memes-of-the-2025-Pakistan-India-Conflict.pdf

Giordano, M., & Marongiu, M. A. (2023). Netlore, Memes and the Pandemic: Adjusting Virtually to
the New Normal. Lingue Culture Mediazioni. https://iris.unica.it’handle/11584/385903

16



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

Godwin, E., Davidson, B. 1., Hill, T., & ... (2025). Internet memes as stabilizers of conspiracy culture:
a cognitive anthropological analysis. Media+ Society.
https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051241306421

Gross, E. C., & Colson, A. J. M. (2025). Al-slop and political propaganda: The role of Al-generated
content in memes and influence campaigns. EFON. https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-
detail?id=1392959

Gunawat, G., & Kapoor, V. (2023). Emerging meme culture: Usage of memes as a source of political
and social awareness. Pacific Business Review International.
https://search.proquest.com/openview/6d95fc6f1b45392¢195100631d26e840/17pq-
origsite=gscholar&cbl=7065076

Gusic, I., & Lundqvist, M. (2023). “Meme-Ing” Peace in Northern Ireland: Exploring the Everyday
Politics of Internet Memes in Belfast Riots. International Journal of Communication.
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/20910

Hagen, S. (2024). “Who is/ourguy/?”: Tracing panoramic memes to study the collectivity of 4chan/pol.
New media &society. https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448221078274

Hagen, S., & Zeeuw, D. De. (2023). Based and confused: Tracing the political connotations of a
memetic phrase across the web. Big Data &Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/20539517231163175

Hagen, S., Zeeuw, D. de, & Venturini, T. (2025). Digital rhythmanalysis: Studying memetic and
affective rhythms on the post-viral Web. Platforms &Society.
https://doi.org/10.1177/29768624251394967

Hallova, J. (2024). The Playful Politics of Memes. Tertium Linguistic Journal/Polrocznik ...
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&profile=ehost&scope=site&authtype=craw
ler&jrnl=25437844&asa=N&AN=184336227&h=ck6TZ{j2X3y3haFhiouM2u8wttflUeGw2cdM
0BnM840BjrcROkKuK ATxB24P8wN12z23kb6yXZCMzcVTq1B9Zkg%3D%3D&crl=c

He, K., Eldridge, S. A., & Broersma, M. (2025). Internet memes, populist campaigns: Nationalism,
populism, and online visual protests in China. Convergence.
https://doi.org/10.1177/13548565241308075

Huang, X., Han, Y., Ran, Y., Yang, Y., & Yang, Y. (2024). The rise of cross-language internet memes:
A social semiotic analysis. Signs and Society. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/signs-
and-society/article/rise-of-crosslanguage-internet-memes-a-social-semiotic-
analysis/31F51B74D8B240C73689358176615E55

Ilyas, A., & Asgher, T. (2025). Constructing Political Narratives through Memes: A Critical Discourse
Analysis of Pakistani Memes on Social Media. Liberal Journal of Language &Literature Review.
https://llrjournal.com/index.php/11/article/view/410

Ireland, N. (2024). Memetic Social Resilience? Analysing. Online Virality: Spread and Influence.
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&Ir=&i1d=J7TUXEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA173&dq=
memetictnarrativestinternet+memes+as+atnew+form+oftpolitical-communication+in+digital
+society&ots=h0v5_EPsiO&sig=LAh2kA9E2VxexjyvhtZolSuK7-4

Jarmendia, M. (2024). Internet memes in the conspiracy feedback loop of Bolsonarism. Elections and
Social Networks around the World. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003438441-22

Johais, E., & Meis, M. (2024). “Unleash the hounds!”: NAFO’s memetic war narrative on the Russo-
Ukrainian conflict. Critical Studies on Security. https://doi.org/10.1080/21624887.2024.2395658

Kalda, M., & Laineste, L. (2025). Be Like Bill: An Anatomy of an Internet Meme. In Acta
Ethnographica Hungarica. akjournals.com. https://akjournals.com/view/journals/022/aop/article-
10.1556-022.2025.00005/article-10.1556-022.2025.00005.xml

17



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

Kalyuzhna, A., Lavrinenko, I., & ... (2023). Presenting grammar through internet memes in teaching
English for specific purposes. , communication
https://periodicals.karazin.ua/cognitiondiscourse/article/view/22234

Kamath, C., & Alur, S. (2025). Research trends in memes: insights from bibliometric analysis.
Information Discovery and Delivery. https://www.emerald.com/idd/article-
abstract/53/1/144/1242382

Kananovich, V. (2025). Online memes on anti-American propaganda and the overlooked “silent
majority” in support of authoritarian populism in Putin’s Russia. New Media &Society.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448231191137

KANGORI, T. M. (2023). TRANSCENDING THE HUMOUR IN KENYA’S JOCULAR POPULAR ART
FORMS: A LITERARY REIFICATION OF INTERNET MEMES. catalog.tharaka.ac.ke.
http://catalog.tharaka.ac.ke/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1/4371/TRANSCENDING THE HUMOUR
IN KENYA’S JOCULAR POPULAR ART FORMS A LITERARY REIFICATION OF
INTERNET MEMES.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Kaplan, 1. (2024). Religious Communication in Digital Culture: A Study on Islamic Memes on Reddit.
In Medya ve Din Arastirmalari Dergisi (hal. 53-68). FErciyes Universitesi.
https://doi.org/10.47951/mediad. 1525654

Kasimov, A., Johnston, R., & Heer, T. (2025). “Pepe the frog, the greedy merchant and# stopthesteal”:
A comparative study of discursive and memetic communication on Twitter and 4chan/pol during
the .... New Media &Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448231172963

Kweera, R. (2023). Political Satire through Social Media in India: Memetics at Play. Available at SSRN
5397566. https://papers.ssr.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract id=5397566

Lestari, D. A., Primagara, M., Sari, S. A., & ... (2024). Meme culture: a study of humor and satire in
digital media. In Journal of  Advanced .- researchgate.net.
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Megi-Primagara-
2/publication/382370919 Meme Culture A Study of Humor and_Satire in Digital Media/li
nks/672eeed4db208342def36a09/Meme-Culture-A-Study-of-Humor-and-Satire-in-Digital-
Media.pdf

Ludemann, D. (2023). Digital semaphore: political discourse and identity negotiation through
4chan’s/pol. New media &society. https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448211034848

Lundqvist, M. (2024). Memetic Social Resilience?: Analysing Memes about Political Violence in
Present-Day Belfast, Northern Ireland. In Studies in Digital History and Hermeneutics.
uplopen.com. https://uplopen.com/books/6028/files/07f3be0b-a576-4edc-9¢36-
41dd9fb68ce9.pdf

Maarouf, F. El. (2025). Disaster-funny in postdigital age: Memesis and the composite nature of humor
in crisis. In Postdigital Science and Education. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/s42438-024-

00502-3
Madsen, D. @. (2025). Hybrid Spectacle in the Platform Age: ColdplayGate as a Case of Viral Memetic
Culture. Available at SSRN 5365749.

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5365749

Mahmoud, H. 1., & Ajijola, B. A. (2025). UNPACKING THE ROLE OF MEME CULTURE ON
POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT IN THE DIGITAL AGE. ... JOURNAL OF ARTS AND ....
https://journals.casjournals.com/index.php/ECOJAH/article/view/191

Makhortykh, M., & Gonzalez-Aguilar, J. M. (2023). Is it fine? Internet memes and hate speech on
Telegram in relation to Russia’s war in Ukraine. In Hate Speech on Social .... researchgate.net.
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Aondover-Eric-Msughter-

18



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

2/publication/370464868 Hate Speech on Social Media A Global Approach/links/675b582¢
€9427c¢77e907f2df/Hate-Speech-on-Social-Media-A-Global-Approach.pdf#page=75

Mazumdar, S. (2025). Politics as fun: Countering Indian digital nationalism with viral videos.
Television &New Media. https://doi.org/10.1177/15274764241280635

McSwiney, J., & Vaughan, M. (2024). Parties vs. partisans: the real contest about what memes mean in
election campaigns. Australian Journal of Political Science.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10361146.2024.2369537

Mejova, Y., Capozzi, A., Monti, C., & ... (2025). Narratives of war: Ukrainian memetic warfare on
Twitter. Proceedings of the .... https://doi.org/10.1145/3711037

Mesario, R. A., Pagliawan, D. L., & ... (2025). Memes, viral content, and digital stories: Constructing
political narratives and mobilization. In ... Society Journal of Applied .... ses-journal.com.
https://ses-journal.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Pagliawan-et.al-February-2025.pdf

Milner, R. M., & Wolff, P. (2023). On the meme train to Sylt: Memetic becoming and ambivalent
identification online. Social Media+ Society. https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051231158825

Mitman, T., & Denham, J. (2025). Into the meme stream: The value and spectacle of Internet memes.
New media &society. https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448241227843

Mitzel, A. D. (2024). An Unlimited Memeiosis of the “Let’s Go Fuck Joe Brandon” Meme:
Sociocultural Ramifications of Taboo Humor in Strategic Political Discourse. mediAzioni.
https://mediazioni.unibo.it/article/view/20545

Moghaddam, H., & Shahghasemi, E. (2025). The art of communicating through images: A classification
of persian memes. In [International Journal of Humanities. academia.edu.
https://www.academia.edu/download/123914134/article 27 78343 en.pdf

Molpeceres, A. V., Miranda-Galbe, J., & Muiiiz, M. P. (2025). Digital Political Communication in the
European Parliament: A Comparative Analysis of Threads and X During the 2024 Elections. In
Journalism  and  Media  (Vol. 6, Nomor 1, hal. 42). MDPI AG.
https://doi.org/10.3390/journalmedia6010042

Monastyrska, K., Munk, T., & Mahoney, 1. (2025). Digital Resistance and the Power of Memes. New
Forms of Civic .... https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003607472-15

Moskovljevic, M., Masood, M., & ... (2025). Spraying the walls, feeds and laws: graffiti as memetic
technologies of contentious politics. Communication, Culture &
https://academic.oup.com/ccc/article-abstract/18/3/247/8158283

Mukherjee, A., & Mukherjee, S. (2025). Lol in the Classroom: Internet Memes as Multimodal Tools
for Language Teaching. Journal of Cultural  Analysis and  Social
http://jcasc.com/index.php/jcasc/article/view/2507

Munk, T. (2023). Memetic war: Online resistance in Ukraine. api.taylorfrancis.com.
https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/books/mono/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValu
€=10.4324/9781003432630&type=googlepdf

Murru, M. F., & Vicari, S. (2023). Memetising the pandemic: memes, Covid-19 mundanity and political
cultures. The Playful Politics of Memes. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003374718-4/memetising-
pandemic-memes-covid-19-mundanity-political-cultures-maria-francesca-murru-stefania-vicari

Nazeer, J., & Ashfaq, A. (2023). Effects of Slacktivism on offline engagement: Appraising the role of
political Facebook memes as a communication tool for young consumers in Pakistan. Journal of
Development and Social Sciences. https://www.ojs.jdss.org.pk/journal/article/view/389

Nicolini, J. P., Chagas, V., & Mendonga, R. F. (2025). War Memes and Brazilian National Politics. In
Contexto Internacional. SciELO Brasil.

19



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

https://www.scielo.br/j/cint/a/xfTRZLbx7FcrqjJSPLwxCMg/?lang=en

Njoroge, C. (2025). Visual Humor as a Political Tool: The Case of Memes in Kenya’s 2022 Election.
researchgate.net. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Iprjb-
Journals/publication/400668417 Visual Humor as a Political Tool The Case of Memes_in

_Kenya’s 2022 Election_Visual Humor as a Political Tool The Case of Memes in Kenya
’s 2022 Election_1/links/698c303d12837212a1992af/Visual-Humor-as-a-Political-Tool-The-
Case-of-Memes-in-Kenyas-2022-Election-Visual-Humor-as-a-Political-Tool-The-Case-of-

Memes-in-Kenyas-2022-Election-1.pdf

Oswald, E. C., Esborg, L., & Pierroux, P. (2023). Memes, youth and memory institutions. ...
Communication & Society. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2022.2131363

’

Pang, J. (2023). Xie, Chaoqun: The Pragmatics of Internet Memes. degruyterbrill.com.
https://doi.org/10.1515/ip-2023-4006

Panther, L., & Crovitz, D. (2023). Critical memetic literacies in English education: How do you meme?
books.google.com.
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&Ilr=&id=VSDJEAAAQBAJ&oi=tnd&pg=PA1989&dq=
memetict+narrativestinternet+memes+as+a+new-+form+oftpolitical -communication+in+digital
+society&ots=IOntMWIKdQé&sig=xx903WVLqGaH1jGRilcK8F8eFYo

Pestafia, A. C., Herrera-Peco, 1., & ... (2025). Internet Memes as Drivers of Health Narratives and
Infodemics: Integrative Review. In JMIR . infodemiology.jmir.org.
https://infodemiology.jmir.org/2025/1/¢77029

Pettersson, K., Martikainen, J., & ... (2023). Flexible populist ideology during Russia’s war in Ukraine:
A multimodal analysis of internet memes. ..  political = communication.
https://doi.org/10.1386/jvpc_00032 1

Phillips, D. (2023). Mimetic Discourse as Emancipation. Race, Representation, and Satire.
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=-
TOAEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA25&dg=memetict+narratives+internet+memes+as+atnew-+fo
rm+tof+political+communication+int+digital+society&ots=H{v92Q3pHJ &sig=EfwrLdzRBtK X3
_sedBQhiVdQYao

Risti¢, K. (2024). Far-right digital memory activism: Transnational circulation of memes and memory
of Yugoslav wars. Memory Studies. https://doi.org/10.1177/17506980231155596

Rodriguez-Ferrandiz, R., Sanchez-Olmos, C., & ... (2023). For the sake of sharing: Fake news as
memes. [nformation .... https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003299936-3/sake-sharing-ra%C3%BAl-
rodr%C3%ADguez-ferr%C3%A Indiz-cande-s%C3%A 1nchez-olmos-tatiana-hidalgo-
mar%C3%AD

Rybka, N. (2025). The role of internet memes in teaching philosophy: influence and consequences.
Information Technologies and Learning Tools.
https://search.proquest.com/openview/fa5279¢00d3c9bc6c488b9c178881118/17pq-
origsite=gscholar&cbl=6515896

Samons, K. M. (2024). On Counter-Memes: A Rhetorical Study of Allyship in Social Media Memetics
From 2015-2024. search.proquest.com.
https://search.proquest.com/openview/08360da294ed59f5¢c35fd2cd255aa7¢5/1?pq-
origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y

Seiffert-Brockmann, J., Wiggins, B., & ... (2023). The meme’s-eye view of strategic communication:
A case study of social movements from a memetic perspective. ... Strategic Communication.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1553118X.2023.2234348

Semenyshyn, O. 1. (2024). Political Internet Memes: A Linguistic Perspective. Scientific Journal of

20



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

Mykhailo Dragomanov State .... https://sjnpu.com.ua/index.php/journal/article/view/357

Semotiuk, O. (2025). Visual Testimony of the Russian—Ukrainian War: General Zaluzhnyi in Ukrainian
Memes and Cartoons. Cognitive Studies| Etudes cognitives.
https://journals.ispan.edu.pl/index.php/cs-ec/article/view/cs.3449

Serpa, S., & Santos, A. 1. (2025). THE SOCIAL LIFE OF MEMES: CULTURE, COMMUNICATION,
AND  POWER IN THE  GENERATIVE  DIGITAL  AGE.  researchgate.net.
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sandro-
Serpa/publication/401826880_THE SOCIAL LIFE OF MEMES CULTURE COMMUNICA
TION_AND POWER IN THE GENERATIVE DIGITAL AGE/links/69b203b6c325¢338e8e
897b6/THE-SOCIAL-LIFE-OF-MEMES-CULTURE-COMMUNICATION-AND-POWER-IN-
THE-GENERATIVE-DIGITAL-AGE.pdf

Sisu, K. (2023). The revolution will be memed: digital memes as sites for hegemonic and counter-
hegemonic practices. digitalcommons.humboldt.edu.
https://digitalcommons.humboldt.edu/etd/682/

Smith, A. O., & Loewen-Colén, J. (2025). Memetic memory as vital conduits of troublemakers in digital
culture. Convergence. https://doi.org/10.1177/13548565241262421

Srikandi, M. B., Wahab, H. A., & ... (2024). From joke to journalism: the evolution of memes in mass
communication. al-Balagh: Jurnal .... https://ejournal.uinsaid.ac.id/al-balagh/article/view/8873

Sultana, S., Batool, A., & Akhtar, M. (2023). The Impact Social Media Political Memes on Youth of
Pakistan: An Analysis. Annals of Human and Social
https://ojs.ahss.org.pk/journal/article/view/620

Suryaningsih, R. (2025). Memes as Ideological Texts: A Multimodal Discourse Analysis of Political
Semiotics in Digital Cultures. ... Journal of Humanities Science Innovations and ...
https://ijhsims.org/ijhsims-v2i2p102.html

Toscano, G. B., & Fernandez-Villanueva, C. (2025). “ Funny Weapons”: The Norms of Humour in the
Construction of Far-Right Political Polarisation. Social Inclusion.
https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/handle/document/104014

Trillo, T., & Shifman, L. (2023). Open Access: Memetic commemorations: remixing far-right values
in digital spheres. The Playful Politics of Memes. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003374718-7/open-
access-memetic-commemorations-remixing-far-right-values-digital-spheres-tommaso-
trill%C3%B2-limor-shifman

TRUCKOS, Z. (2023). From streets to screens: The power of visual communication analyzing Banksy’s
street art and political internet memes as forms of propaganda in shaping public ....
thesis.unipd.it. https://thesis.unipd.it/handle/20.500.12608/65935

Tulloch, B. J. (2023). Do the ends justify the memes?: exploring the relationship between youth, internet
memes, and digital citizenship. open.library.ubc.ca.
https://open.library.ubc.ca/soa/cIRcle/collections/ubctheses/24/items/1.0431401

Tuters, M., & Mueller, G. (2024). Revolution by other memes: on the playful subcultures of
r/PoliticalCompassMemes. Information, Communication & Society.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2024.2423340

Vardeman, C. (2024). Advertising to Gen-Z college students with memes? A focus group study.
Qualitative Market Research: An International Journal. https://doi.org/10.1108/QMR-05-2023-
0073

Wagener, A. (2024). Memes, emotional engagement. Online virality: Spread and influence.
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&Ir=&id=J7TUXEQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA101&dq=
memetictnarratives+internet+memes+as+tatnew-+form+oftpolitical+communication+in+digital

21



Regina Pastica !, Syafa Anindya ?, Rulinawati Budimaryam 3 (2026).
Journal of Communicatio et Cultura Vol. 2 No. 1 2026
E-ISSN : 3124-2626

+society&ots=h0v5 EPshS&sig=DviMDBeMvQb4Wd5jCDTQiALF-Xk

Wagner, A., Yu, W., & Marusek, S. (2024). Abuse of Rhizomatic internet memes: disruptive non-verbal
discourse. Handbook on Cyber Hate: The Modern .... https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-51248-
324

Wiggins, B. E. (2025). Memetic Election Cycles in US Presidential Campaigns. Proceedings of The
11th European Conference on
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&i1d=wXtqEQAAQBAJ&oi= fnd&pg—PA317&dq—
emetic+narratives+internet+memes-+as+a+new+form+of+political+communication+in+digital+s
ociety&ots=75kFn41XL9&sig= 70dNJ-9rVH6MtL-aKKOnrhlo5Y

Wu, X., & FITZgeRAID, R. (2025). Humor, culture, and compliance in health crisis communication: a
multimodal analysis of government-produced memes for a local community during a global ....
Visual Communication. https://doi.org/10.1177/14703572251386674

Xiao, F., & Huang, Y. (2024). From Digital Satire to Feminist Counterpublic Discourse: A Study of
Participatory Mashups in China During the COVID-19 Pandemic. In ... Storytelling: Journal of
Digital and journals.publishing.umich.edu.
https://journals.publishing.umich.edu/ gs/artlcle/ld/5599/

Yolles, M. (2025). The Psychological Impact of Technology: Narrative Memetics and Psychosocial
Contagion in Digital Network. Business Systems Laboratory International Symposium.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-032-07163-7 2

Zeng, J., & Abidin, C. (2023). “# OkBoomer, time to meet the Zoomers™: Studying the memefication
of intergenerational politics on TikTok. The playful politics of memes.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003374718-6

Zhang, N., & Diaz-Kommonen, L. (2024). Toward a rhetorical understanding of Chinese political
internet memes amid a Chinese governance crisis. Communication and Democracy.
https://doi.org/10.1080/27671127.2024.2388647

Zhang, N., & Diaz-Kommonen, L. (2025). Online Memetic Engagement and Collective Memory: The
Case of “Lying Flat.” Feeling, Skill and Knowledge: Semiotics of .... https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
3-031-95999-8 11

Zhang, R., & Kang, B. (2024). from propaganda to memes: Resignification of political discourse
through memes on the Chinese internet. International Journal of Human—Computer ....
https://doi.org/10.1080/10447318.2022.2158260

Zheng, Q., & Li, M. (2023). Foreign movies and TV dramas as the source of political argot in an
authoritarian context: Memes and creative resistance in Chinese social media. Critical Arts.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02560046.2024.2317453

22



